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ﬂ% OFFICE OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE é’ﬂ
Ho Mare Elnch OH
ﬂo County Executive Dﬂ

Aungust 26, 2022

U% Drear Friends:

| J
| I am delighted to welcome you to the golden jubilee celebration for the Kaveri Kannada Cultural H
ﬂ" Association (Kaveri). It 1s noteworthy that an organization that began as a small group has grown and blossomed H
ﬂ% over the last fifty years. There is great pride in celebrating this event and am honored to be part of your H
= festivities. s
| J
I eri first s to serve n ion in the area. It has grown and establis i
I Kaven first started the Kannada speaking populati the It has gro d established [
ﬂ% itzelf firmly with over a thousand famalies in the DMV area supporting its multi-faceted socio-cultural activities H
< and has parhcipated in sewv charita ects loc and , , bl ancl %
d has participated 1 eral chantable projects lecally and in Kamataka, India, meluding providing financial

U% support during natural calamities. Montgomery County is honored to have this organization working and H
U% supporting its residents. H
g% True to its rich hentage, Kaven can boeast of many highly accomplished, artists, musicians, dancers, U
3 actors, and wrifers among its W Ve TeCo 1T PeeTs 1IN and m Kamataka_ It EA
L d wri ng its members, who have been recognized by their peersinthe US andin K aka. I J
U% 15 a pleasure to have artists from Kamataka joining us at this jubilee to make this celebration truly memorable. H
| |
5 of the residents of Montgomery County, Vol for your contimme mvaluable K
: On behalf of the residents of M C I thank you f imued and invaluabl ‘
U% services to our Montgomery County community. Organizations like EKaveri are an important part of the diverse H
i American experience and are serving the public by fostering and promoting cultural ties in the diversty of )
U% Americans. H
| |
i P
Jo
| |
He, Sincerely, :
i 7, P
| |
Ly R
L Marc Elrich ]
Uo County Executive ]
I I
i P
| |
i P
I |
Il .
I i
ﬂ% WWW . Imontpemery commtymd goy ‘
r‘%
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| Kaveri Kannada Association washington DC, Maryland & Virginia (USA) £ |

I Sosied chdiee shaeeFs Kaveri Golden Jubilee Celebrations {57 ]
| Friday, August 26, 2022 - Saturday, August 27, 2022 |

DZ" HTeor HBRLIT FoT® FWIH Towie ]
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| BRrBREEIT  AVFIBMNODE  [NRTRT  FOWOT WD NI, DIN0RD.
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ﬂo Vimala ChannnaBasappa - Siddalingiah - 1975 Dwarakanath - 1976-1977 Rajashekhar Doddanna - DH
W 1972-1974 1978 H

Krishna Murthy 1979 GuruSwamy Ayya - 1980 - 1 B S Prabhakar - 1982

I e
Srikantaiah - 1983

Krlshnamurthy 1986

abn

7 4P,
® K L Vasanth - 1987 Sushila Malur - 1989 &

i

Vishwanath - 1990-1991

Shashikala - 1996 Chandra -1998
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U% Suresh Ramachandra-1999  Ravi Harapanahalli - 2000 NagaShankar - 2001 Ravi Dankanikote - 2002 H
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| Sanjay Rao - 2003 Harish Hiremath - 2004 Raacanra Rao - 005 Madesha Basavaraju - 2006 H
D: r 3 . m— 1‘
| ]
I ]
| ]
| ]
U% o - gU
| Shivu Bhat - 2008 J
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| ]
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I ]
| 1
I Haridas Lahari - 2012 1
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H Shailaja Arkacharya - 2019 Mahesh Mahadeva - 2020 Mythri Manjunath - 2021 Satish Belagutti - 2022 }
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i Steering Committee I
| g g : ; : * |
I \ Sosjed i Shaeea3s | [
l e , - Kaveri Golder _ “bilee Celebra’aon ]
U% SRV, ' < somy ‘t' , August 26, i?- aturday, Augu! ; H
H ) Be " 'North Marriot! "f Jference Center, H
| ]
I ]
I ]
I ]
I ]
I ]
I ]
I ]
I ]
I ]
I ]
I ]
I ]
| |
| Standing L to R: Sanjay Rao, Madesh Basavaraju, Nagashankar Chandrashekar, Haridas Lahari, I
i Sudhakara Saraswatipura I
H Sitting L to R: Sharmila Murthy, Rajashekhara Doddanna, Satish Belagutti, Mythri Manjunath H

l Advisory Committee J

i L s Y @) =oeo modite Somnedd | " |

L Ty , - KaverilGolden Jubilee (‘elebratlon‘; ;
H * ¥ » = 1 Friday, Al.quslu.z:lll Saturday, August 27, 2022 H
e N Bethesda Nocth Marriott Canferarce Center, Maryland, USA

Kaveri Kannada Association, musudon DE saniung & Yirpeis (USA1

Sitting L toR: RaV| S Harapanhalh Ravi Dankamkote Barthy Setty, Jayashree Jagadeesh
Suresh Ramachandra, Mysore Nataraja, Kaveri Krishnamurthy

20 ’



I Kaveri Executive Committee “"ﬂ

L l
I | . | | ]
I e P @D\ =0T Tt Shaness ; d
U% » 1 Kaveri Ge' 'en Jubil g “elebratigms - H
U% 3 ; e ) Friday, A el +2022 - Saturd il st 27, 2022 .’. b NN H
H ! < Bethesda Nor. %=~ /riott Conference " v, Maryland, US; ** A H
L l
U% ;’U
U% D"U
U% ;’U
U% D"U
U% ;’U
U% D"U
U% ;’U
U% gU
U% ;’U
| |
Standing L to R: Rohini Kumar, Manjunath Hegde, Vinay Kalachar, Naga Chaitanya, Srikanta Rao,
H V James Dante, Mohandas Venkobdas H

ﬂ° Sitting L to R: Jyothi Mandya, Sudarshana Bhaktavatsala, Satish Belagutti, Rohini Banavar, H
ﬂ% Prathima Murthy, Bindu Gururaj H

l Board of Trustees ]

| = N > on Tic 2022 - Saturday. , 2022 |
ﬂ% v - Jethesd ott Conference Center, Marviand, USA : o "H

s i |
i o

Sitting L to R: Mahesh Mahadeva, Girish Vasudeva, Rajashekhara Doddanna, Meena Rao, Satish Belagutti P
Not present: Shailaja Arkacharya, Suma Muralidhar



Kaveri Founders i

‘=osen wosite BRI

. &/, Kaveri Golden Jubilee Celebrations - ]
= ) °°

TOSOD » FOF » SO Friday, August 26, 2022 - Saturday, August 27, 2022
Bethesda North Marriott Conference Center, Maryland, USA

Kaveri Kannada Association,washington DC, Maryland & Virginia (USA)
=i Soaelune mieed it Ao iy 5 z

Sitting L to R: Rajashekhara Doddanna, Uma Rajashekar, Barthy Setty, Boggarm Setty,
Raju Krishnamurthy, Kaveri Krishnamurthy

Kaveri Presidents J

macien whelie ShReedd | [——)

KaveriiGolden Ju*lee Celebrations
Frida gi5126,2022- T 4 August (R 12 - H
thesdz #4% Aarriott Com v d, : : o JRR R fo ; s

fan

|

BTEr e >

Standing L to R: Rajashekhara D, Girish V, Mahesh M, Ravi H, Madesh B, Satish B,
Mani S, Meena R, Sharmila M, Mythri M, Jayashree J
Sitting L to R: Vijaya Lakshmi Gowda, Krishnamurthy, Ravi D, Suresh R, Barthy S,
Nataraja M, Gayathri J, Chandra B
Sitting Floor L to R: Sudhakara S, Nagashankar C, Haridas L, Sanjay R, Gurudatha N
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Kaveri Gold~— ]ubile;f)elebratiﬂns
. August, MBI : _saturdg SO <t27,2022
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Standing L to R: Sudarshana B, Girish V, Madesh B, Nandish Mattikalli, Mohandas Venkobdas,

Sudhir Sharma, Satish Belagutti, Ramakrishna Bhat, Purushotam Puranik, Vinayak, Sudhakara S

Sitting L to R: Girijaa Sudarshan, Mamatha Kumar, Aruna Sharma, Vimala Siddalingaiah,
Kavitha Mattikalli, Meena Rao, Sharmila Murthy, Seema Shreenidhi

Fundraising Committee

‘=edien abdne dhRmedd

%~ Kaveri Golden Jubilee Celebrations
Friday, August 26, 2027 ‘ rday, August 27, 2022
"’,‘" Bethesda North Marriott ¢ ,"% ‘ce Center, Maryland, USA

1 Kannada Association g Lo rviand & Virginia (USA)

Standing L to R: Haridas Lahari,
Sitting L to R: Nagashankar Chandrashekar, Ravi Dankanikote, Keerthi Swamy, Kaveri Krishnamurthy
Inset: Shiva B Anand, Manjunatha GV
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Kaveri Znolden Jv g e Celehrations

Frid (S¥2 15t 26, 2022 - | y?'y } August,
genter, MIRERY USA

Bethesd.\-’:’ { Marriott Conl

5 & .

——C

Standing L to R: Sudhakara Saraswatipura, Manjunath Hegde, Mahesh Mahadeva, Srikanta Rao,
Somashekar Nanjunda, Akshay Sudhakar, Nanma Haridas, V James Dante, Sanjay Rao, Naga Chaitanya
Sitting L to R: Rajashekhara Dodanna, Sucheta Managoli, Ravi Harapanhalli, Nataraja Mysore, Sona Ksrishnaswamy,

Shubha Satish, Kaveri Krishnamurthy

Facebook Communication Committee

/. Kaveri Golden Jubilee Celebrations

Friday, August 26, 2022 - Saturday, August 27, 2022
Bethesda North Marriott Conference Center, Maryland, USA

Kaveri Kannada Association,washington DG, Maryland & Virginia (USA)

Sitting L to R: Shubha Satish, Priyanka Ram Mehetrey, Narmada Ravindra,
Shruthi Honganoor, Savitha Rao
24
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I Food Committee

i ST RTRE shBReI

I Kaveri Golden Jubilee Celebrations

% Friday, August 26, 2022 - Saturday, August 27, 2022

b Bethesda North Marriott Conference Center, Maryland, USA

L% Kaveri Kzaxxluui;x Asx()('.iu!‘ion,w.“mwu n DC, Maryland & Virginia (USA)

S L to R: Sanjay Rao, Rajendra Galagali, V James Dante, Kiran Xavier, Sucheta Managoli, Sandhya Das,
L% Jayashree Jagadeesh, Ravi Rao, Kaveri Krishnamurthy, Sreenivas Gudi, Mahesh Mahadeva,
3 Varadarajan Krishnaswamy, Vinay Nagaraja

|

\ S— "

| Invitation Committee

|

Ho > >

IL

; Soled) Toder haRe3T

i’ Kaveri Golden Jubilee Celebrations

L‘% 3 OBy Friday, August 26, 2022 - Saturday, August 27, 2022

H 3 ) I Bethesda North Marriott Conference Center, Maryland, USA

H i ~ Kaveri Kannada Oqiatioﬂ'aahingmn DG, Maryland & Vi

Ho .

Sitting L to R: Madesh Basavaraju, Sanjay Rao, Keerthi Swamy, Satish Belagutti,
Mythri Manjunath, Rajashekhara Doddanna
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Program Coordinators

‘=odien whete ai:aiféeéz-:i

Kaveri Golden Iubilee Ce' g ations
=+ *ay, August 26, 20 urday, August 2 Bt

£ s North Marriot( Snce Center, Mag 3
J " -
N — -

A ssoclat) p et
e

Standing L to R: Suma Muralidhar, Sudhakara Saraswatipura, Madesh Basavaraju, Gurudatha Nagaraja,
Haridas Lahari, Sanjay Rao, Satish Belagutti, Nagashankar Chandrashekar, Nitish Sridhar
Sitting L to R: Sharmila Murthy, Kavitha Kukkilaya, Vani Ramesh, Smita Girish,
Mythri Manjunath, Smitha Esther, Mani Sreenivas

Invocation Committee

Standing L to R: Raghavendra Batni, Laxmi Prasad, Madhu Bhaskar, Uma Rajashekar, Kalyani Prakash,
Sheela Rajasekara, Padmini Ravi, Vijaya Krishna, Mamatha Ananth, Ravi Harapanhalli, Anupama Shivacharan
Sitting L to R: Sukanya Venkatesh, Raju Krishnamurthy, Gayathri Jagannath, Subhadra Keshavamurthy,
Shashi Murthy, Guru Usha Char, Guru Kalavathy, Nalini Umashankar, Ganga Sudhakar

26
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H Standing L to R: Nidhi Panabakam, Jyothi Mandya, Sudarshana Baktavatsala, Ravi Harapanhalli, H
H Kiran Chinivar, Pradeep Ramakrishnaiah, Kusuma Aralere, Shweta Vinay, Girijaa Sudarshan, H
H Riya Jayashankar, Shreya Jayashankar, Nanma Haridas. H
H Sitting L to R: Manya Manjunath, Veda Murthy, Srivatsa Joshi, Vani Ramesh, H
H Sharmila Murthy, Mythri Manjunath, Anaya Gowder. H
H Sitting Floor L to R: Anagha Bhat, Aditi Sudarshana H
\ \
Grand Finale
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W Sitting L to R: Girijaa Sudarshan, Aruna Sharma, Bhagya Mahesh, Smitha Esthar, }
H Smita Girish, Jyothi Mandya, Sowmya Vinay }
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Audio Visual Committee

Sosied TS ShaReI
K-~_-ri Gold~n Jubilee Celebrations
& sday, Aug ‘ 022 - Saturday, ] ) 27,2022
- esda Norﬂk?;"ftConference Q‘ . jaryland, Usi
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Standing L to R: Manjunath Hegde, Naga Chaitanya, Subbu Karanth, Anand Uppor, Kota
Gopalakrishna, Sudhir Sharma
Sitting L to R: Shreenidhi Eshwaraiah, Jay Savand, Madaiah Puttaraju, Shruthi Honganoor,
Rajashekhara Doddanna, Haridas Lahari

Publicity and Communication Committee
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Standing L to R: Haridas Lahari, Kiran Chinivar, Subbu Karanth,
Sudharshana Bhaktavatsala,V James Dante, Jay Savand
Sitting L to R: Shubha Satish, Priyanka Ram Mehetrey, Narmada Ravindra, Shruthi Honganoor, Savitha Rao
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Art Display Committee

KaveriiGolden Jubilee Celebrations
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Standing L to R: Savitha Rao, Prathana Joshi, Kavitha Kukkilaya
Sitting L to R: Barthy Setty, Asha Kumar, Nutan Dodbele, Haridas Lahari, Bindu Gururaj,
Girijaa Sudarshan

‘Chatri’ Committee
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- KaveriGolden Jubilee Celebrations

Friday, August 26, 2022 - Saturday, August =122
» "‘-uhNor‘ 'rioll(odv. Center, J; Lusa
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-

Standing L to R: Haridas Lahari, Shruthi Honganoor, Kavitha Kukkilaya, Prarthana Sameer,
Seema Anjutgi
Sitting L to R: Jyothi Mandya, Bindu Gururaj, Aruna Basappa, Prathibha Kumari, Bhagya Mahesh
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Standing L to R: Shruthi Honganoor, Divya Krupakar, Soumya Nag, Shweta Vmay, Prarthana Joshi,
Bhagya Mahesh, Girijaa Sudharshan
Standing L to R: Jyothi Mandya, Prathima Simha, Savitha Rao, Padmini Dixit, Roopa Rao,
Kavitha Kukkuliya, Priyanka Ram Mehetrey
Inset: Sridevi Yogeshwar, Shashi lyengar, Ashwini Karanth, Smitha Vasist

I Drama Committee ]

| N g - Vel & >\ Jgebrais “11.0 ]

Standing L to R: Jayanth Kananur, Ravi Harapanhalli, Suma Muralidhar, Shaila Rau, Meena Rao, ;
Nithish Sridhar, Sanjay Rao, Srinath Bhalle }

]
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ﬂ° Standing L to R: Daivik Shetty, Ajith Shetty, Sudhir Sharma, Satish Belagutti, Girish Vasudeva DH
ﬂ% Haridas Lahari, Samarth Sudarshan H
ﬂ% Sitting L to R: Chaitra Sudhakar, Anupama Chinivar, Rohini Banavar, Mamatha Kumar H

I Web Committee ]
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Standing L to R: Haridas Lahari, Naga Chaitanya ]
Sitting L to R: Rama Murthy, Veda Murthy, Samarth Sudarshan, Manya Mahesh, Arjun I
Gowder, V James Dante |
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Standing L to R: Sudarshana Baktavatsala, Meena Rao, Soumya Nag, Rohini Rao, Sowmya

Vinay, Raju Krishnamurthy, Srikanta Rao

Sitting L to R: Gayathri Venkataramaiah, Kusuma Aralere, Jayashree Jagadeesh, Mythri

Jayadeva, Suchetha Managoli, Gayathri Jagannath

Dance Music Committee

Soied mdtes shdReIs

. KaveritGolden Jubilee Celebrations
Friday, Kugust: “WTE | - Saturday, August 27, 2022

Bethesda North Ma ";’,‘ ‘onference Center, Maryland, USA

Kaveri Kannada Assc . 1 DC, Maryland & Virginia (USA)

Standing: Madesh Basavaraju
Sitting L to R: Kavitha Kukkilaya, Prathibha Kumari, Rajashri Niranjanamurthy,
Smitha Esthar, Riya Jayashankar, Shreya Jayashankar, Tanya Jayashankar, Anagha Bhat
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U% Standing L to R: Ajith Shetty, Madesh Basavaraju, Subbu Karanth, Gurudatha Nagaraja, H
U% Anand Uppor, Jay Savand, Shreenidhi Eshwaraiah H
% Sitting L to R: Smitha Esthar, Seema Anjutgi, Kavitha Kukkilaya, Aruna Sharma, Mamatha Kumar »
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H Standing L to R: Divya Krupakar, Renuka Row, Soumyata Heggade, Soumya Nag, }
H Aruna Basappa, Bindu Gururaj, Swetha Vinay, Mythri Manjunath }
H Sitting L to R: Jyothi Mandya, Shruthi Honganoor, Prathima Simha, Rohini Rao, }
H Sukanya Venkatesh, Narmada Ravindra, Gayathri Jagannath }
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H Standing L to R: Swamy BHR, Manoj Kidiyoor, Girish Manchapanahalli, Sreenivas Thimmaiah, H
U% Sudhish Parthasarathy, Sanjay Rao, Girish Vasudeva, Shailan Mandayam, H
U% Manjunatha Chandrappa, Raghavendra Jayaram, Arun Kumar H
U% Not Present: Jaikumar Madhava, Manjunath GV, Munikumar Kotera H

ﬂ% Fashion Show Committee ﬂ‘"

L to R: Nagashankar, Narendra Kumar, Rohini Kumar, Naga Chaitanya #
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U% Sitting L to R: Jayaram Krishnappa, Manju Heggade, Arun Simha, Haridas Lahari,

U% Banad Jagannath, Manjunath Rao, Vinay Kalachar.

U% Standing L to R: Veda Nagaraj, Sripathy Subramania, Prarthana Sameer Joshi, Bindu Gururaj

U% Inset photo: Sujatha Badrinath, Ananth Badrinath, Kalyani Hosadurga, Prakash Hosadurga, Shashirekha lyengar,
Il

ks Venugopal lyengar, Geetha Raman, Raman Kadaba, Nutan Dodbele, Simhaprasad Dodbele, Padmini Dixit, Ravi Dixit,
U% Janardhanan Kakkarayil, Anil Kumar
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Fond Memories...

Barthy Setty (1981 President)

Kaveri has become a household word in our home since
1972. My husband and | came to the United States in
1972 with our one-year-old son and became Kaverians.
Newly made friends were called “Kaveri friends.” Any
event we went to was always referred to as going to
Kaveri -- “Kaverige” as though Kaveri was a place! In this
manner, Kaveri web brought together larger and larger
groups of people. We never wanted to miss any event.
Children growing up associated with Kaveri a lot, to
meet and play. We also observed some religious events
as we had no temples closer in the area. Children
participated in short plays, dressed up for the stage
with our mythological characters. They took part in
sports and won prizes. Our boys were Rama &
Lakshmana. Very cute! Another instance we remember
is, Sanjaya Krishna was the ‘big tiger’ in a play and Raj
was a baby tiger. Younger women joined in group
singing, and group dancing. | also recall the 50 years of
Kaveri where lots of volunteerism is practiced, we also
feel good and take pride in all events. We do help each
other, share with each other and | have made bunches
of friends.

We sang songs like “Hacchevu Kannadada Deepa”
almost every year without fail and never got tired of it.
We even danced with Deepa’s on the stage. We enjoyed
the visits of artists and writers that came from India and

3R

as some of us don't get to see them during our short
visits to India. We knew only the famous ones, when we
left India, as we were young. Once we came here, we
were busy building our careers and homes and did not
keep up with Indian cinema or the artists, writers, or
singers. My memory has only the visits of Dr. Rajkumar,
Sri. Keshava Dasaru, and Girish Karnad. We were
satisfied by visiting and attending Kaveri events rather
than reading the Indian Newspapers and watching
Indian Cinema to keep up to date.

In the 70s & 80s as we did not have that many Indians
in the area, let alone Kannada speaking people, we
interacted with other Indian families and visited each
other’s homes every weekend but as the years and
decades have passed, life has become much busier,
children have grown up and now are busy with their
own children. Now our families have grown, we have
tried to introduce our grandchildren to Kaveri. At times
they have taken part in sport events such as chess and
virtual playing of musical instruments during Covid
time. Because of the language and the distances, they
have hesitation in attending the events. We never fail
to wonder what else could we have done to keep them

connected to the Kaveri extended family. &

[Note: This article is in English as per the wishes of the
author.]
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Reminiscences and reflections of Kaveri’s 25th anniversary
celebrations

K.M. Vijayalakshmi (1997 President)

It was a privilege to have presided over Kaveri’s 25th
anniversary celebrations. That year was also India’s
50th vyear of independence. | attended the
Independence Day celebrations at the Indian embassy
as Kaveri president and heard the ambassador’s
comment that he had heard good things about Kaveri.
That made me feel it was worthwhile to have
volunteered for the post.
The silver jubilee year had generated sufficient
excitement among members that quite a few had
shown interest in contesting for the post of presidency.
In order to include all interested groups to serve, | had
put together an executive committee consisting of
several ex-presidents. This ensured active participation
by a large cross section of volunteers and inputs from
experienced people. And that helped in planning the
events of the year and the approach turned out to be
unique and successful.
The year’s focus was naturally on the silver jubilee
celebrations. Around 650 people attended the function,
and many firsts were accomplished. The food for the
event was completely catered. The souvenir was
produced and printed locally. A Kaveri website was
established. We sponsored visas for Indian artists
through the Karnataka Government. Kaveri youth
celebrated with a youth forum and a Disco dance finale.
Local area Kannadigas’ telephone directory was
updated and published in the souvenir at the request of
members. Along with anniversary celebrations East
America Kannada sammelana was conducted with
participation from Kannada organizations from New
York, Boston, Chicago, and Philadelphia. A concurrent
technology forum for non-Kannadiga spouses and
youth was held. The local Indian newspaper gave us an
elaborate coverage with photos. A segment of the
program was also shown on an Indian local television
channel. In addition, the regular annual programs of
Kaveri were conducted. We facilitated visiting
Karnataka ministers Mr. Siddaramaiah, and Mr.
Somashekar at the request of the Indian embassy. A
houseful Kannada movie in a regular theater was

another

The success of the programs was entirely due to the
cooperation and hard work of all the Kaveri committee
members, numerous volunteers, and generous donors.
However, | will be amiss if | do not recognize a few who
deserve special mention. Mrs. Barathy Setty and Mrs.
Gayathri Jagannath for taking on other tasks in addition
to their assigned responsibilities. Mr. D. Srinivas
stepped in as treasurer even though originally, he had
signed up to be only a committee member. Mrs. Suma
Muralidhar for the formidable task of producing
Punyakoti children’s dance drama. She involved all the
interested Kaveri children including some who had not
had any formal dance training. Mr. D.N. Rajashekar for
getting special permission to hold Disco dance. Mr.
Mahesh Mahadevappa for typesetting and editing the
souvenir. Mr. B.G. Mahesh for designing the souvenir
cover and the Kaveri website. Mr. M.S. Nataraja for
conducting the Kannada Sammelana. Mr. Suresh
Hosakoppal for single-handedly updating the telephone
directory. Mrs. Uma Rajashekar for getting the fliers
ready for mailing. (We did not have an email facility
during those days. All communications were through
direct mailing.)

All Successes are never without disappointments
and frustrations. Disappointments were --failure to
establish a scholarship or gold medal for studies in
Kannada. The second one was not being able to
complete registering Kaveri as an association.
Frustrations were probably the same for every other
president generated by people who think they must
guestion and criticize everything. For example, ‘why did
you change the menu from gulab jamoon to holige
without informing us?’

While | am all for constructive criticism, but
‘criticism for the sake of criticism’ is too much. However,
this is the same atmosphere in most organizations.
Because of these experiences my philosophy has
become, ‘don’t try to change the world, do whatever
little you can to make it better on your own.
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My wishes for Kaveri’s future remain the same as
expressed in the silver jubilee souvenir. We should aim
to do more than getting together four or five times a
year, have dinner and a cultural program. The general
focus of the organization has not changed in the last 50
years. One exception is the Kannada kaliyona program.
Its success and efforts of the Kannada teachers are to
be applauded. Kaveri does not have anything
interesting for most of our second-generation children
in their forties and youth. We cannot be relying on new
immigrants for the survival of Kaveri. We have seen the
birth of a new Kannada Sangha in the region. This trend

aa R

will probably continue. Kaveri needs to attract new
members and youth by coming up with new innovative
ideas. Some of the things could be -- tutoring students,
mentoring youth and new immigrants, and more
charitable projects.

Good luck, and best wishes for the Kaveri’s golden
jubilee in August and fond hopes for the diamond
jubilee in the next twenty-five years.

[Note: This article is in English as per the wishes of the
author.]
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One and the Same

Every morning Sunrise is different
Each evening Sunset is so brilliant
But is not the Sun the very same?

Like Lord is one with different name

All roads once did lead to Rome
As Christ entered Vatican Dome
As | travel around globe and roam

Meet good people in every home

Warmed by the same fiery Sun

Violent man in hate fires his gun

At an innocent daughter and son

Even as we relate to a Godly One!

When Benevolence is forgotten
Maybe we all become so rotten
Let us agree to avoid and shun

All violence and make about turn!

Stop warring with the million
Do love all in peaceful garden
Make our only planet a Heaven

And worship the life-giving Sun!

-Jay K Rangappa



B e e S e Y

%

TR0 SRS OB (VRETF ST LX) oI VSToX
BT TEHEOT

200609 T[00H CIONTY ©F FOF DI, IIT
3&3@@55?&1 ﬁézﬁw@od 5230230, TowEOON YVTIVT
OIS edING PowoN, B 53@5@555 DWE IS
FCON BT 200,000 TOT® GVLTIONTVONID.
wQONTIR  TPOONY  TYI BHRIT T AOND
BRDT WH3 woNTOY. T BT, WY, B,
QOTOING  DeSONY [ TRWELY  A3ReFO3ROTI,
QTRLALIETOTD  BILYIT  ROTPFTY  TWRTONT,
ROTD BWNSONT), DTOSTHCDONI). HONTTIT 8.23.2.
%e)og, R.RF, TOTRN, %%@oﬁoﬁoé, B UO@%Q?%
¥R JPFRY IAT  APORY RO BRI
DOTY'ONZ, (BRETF ST LRETT) TWILD Je0F 0D
RPOTOOONB. B8 35@?03355301 ToWeD 55?—56555
FPodg OB RDFNWIT ODBRTI
WO RN, &en BP0, QOB Slala
BHOLPOONTW),  BWRATROW, WTOOT  WIT WG
UPDD  YIT  STORCRNYIY, VT3 RENAZHOT
SR, YR 3ReRINIR TECH TRTITY (2300)

BB,  DIOTWTDW DT TICOOD  Tone
TIFWID  93C  FOFNY  odeexdnen S
TOORFIWNPR FIFT0OD  ICBWIVW Q0T
BRI,

TER TR0 BRTE ST WK eﬁz;égcroﬂ
RT3 ToDWOT,  WITI), TIOILDOW. T
(Sinetnlelalat mémac@ JWTLT, TOWOIT Toxn', LTS
3, 333D WBOTFeNT', TNBY ACTITOT NPT WTJTIW,
BANTTRN  JCNICOOND. QWY B[HEF BReF
DTN STOMIE Tozed @tjgdab& AB 8 BRFT DY
BROZPN [SFID U[TZ SRRERTSOOND.
2007008 AQODITR  BE 2 S[RFERF, VT
plelplelcleraieln] m@ﬁrﬁ@o LD, R
BANYI), SO, JPWT VHTWTBIZY, OB/ T
30370 RNRFT  ToOSETOBe  TNER DTSN,
F0WeD IE ROFT QERAMN DRTHIT, Tonw I
BRRZONY IHTITII T WOTER  ACNWITN

TOTT TPTMONE OSRCRING BROTYY, BLROT,
3T w@(;;pofn wﬁ_\ RETIRW, Slcheanky NP
QONJPBENGT, T, BTAT N aasééoio
SR BT xo%ofo JzsoroNesd @?,,35@@@7%
@dsamﬁw%d

STONT SREZ  DORY  TRFT  BRLND:

3e3 Toad3oT 2008-2012
d)ém& Je3ooes 2008-2014
202000 NP@ 2008-2014
gR08 g 2008-2010
39300 WorZeadoT 2008-2010
T0owCN Tow® 2008-2012
S0 TTTIZY, 2011-2016
gowe ovw 2011-2014
&30 ey 2012-2018
oz Tow® 2012-2014
ROT BRTS 2013-2017

wORde wnesd 20132019
TOTRF OO 2014-2019
%@% oRSs 2016-2020
JNESD RSE 2016-2020
ab@gjcm&sa 2017-2020
TDT3IT zdxd%abd 2018-2021
JON303T° ?sogéw)cs 2019-2021
Cow3eaT® dracgs;% 2020- JBFRPI
%@m 9T WOONF 202]1- RIFHT0I
NOCT® RTem 202]1- R3F w00
DT T 2021- RBERIOD
RP BNTLEFT 2022— [ISERIOT
TS ToWew 2022— TSERIOT

[e33Te8: T TTTITY, ©RT pfesplowsntolelatal



B e e S e Y

aaﬁea—e.-o%é &% 5545'5 zﬁa&e%,

%

FZows® 1-3, 2006: TR

3B ToWOT,

FOR00D BZONTY JET W TONFTINTY WHY
DIFEHT  WDFY WBHOFIONYY  WINBUIRT 3
OTT QROPTWOD TORFTR ©He0FT tIFReT
SNTTY BRI, DT, YT B3 AITTTY BOT|IT
5000 %3 gPN@EPABT. W33 ToWOT, 3B TD
BOBEIEACE B3 BIRLYTIT JOF TTTON  DRT. 3
ABRCOPT RBONTY Fmoresd Tz FYTIOIRA 50
wﬁFﬁ%ﬁcﬁabod, fad?nel TOTEDE TIOFWTH BRIDTOL
QROTN  DONBTCOCND. WaNeOTT WHITIT TTE
0T, FCOTHOT TORITPOW, FIVEWIT [N, 0,
Fe0To3  Je3 ney, SENd 33 mdjq JoT3e3
QeRTTW. B3 AIEFI BT, ONTROIPNRLD  FIFCOOD
300 B, 323 BOPOKETTTL BT | S[RFBR, B,
O FWRATE BN, W TRTIPTE TIRNT VYT,
BoooDF, DT TTE00H  HOFONT, BJTBIF AT,
WA, AW, PONFINT DW/IT Svodpeca.

BT Y TOONFTIE H¢ He TNTOTTT LI
WON AW, WTJFS $O3P ) TRFFIIRT Wik
BRLQATH.  ©TVe  AONTY  TIBCO-WF-T)
OO FFFTT BIONTY T BY Weds
TeINYY IWT BB QIR FOWOHAT DTOPNY
Wi ©OBSIT IFWBD. YTCY B3 TAT YLTIOND
RTOFOC WRTONW LPNVLAT . BTHOT FOLE m;oé
WEQRNPL TN TWI[EO  TTY g 50%71@; 00PN
RTHD, FFLT TTFOT BWBIL KD QeFT IO
BROT  BRIDTOLTI), m@y@%%dm. BooF 83IDOT
WB[PT 50 FRIT DI OHTWOND IO
PONBERATH. AW FOTHFTY "AWToF &’ KT
BOWEONT), WBNE [PBSOCN. BT FOEOD
TORFEDTY 3088, T, TLOLTD wIes NeBNYI),
To® TOVAT.

I B PR TZBR [BOWD. ABTY
¥y OPTONT BRTHRTL  RNTY, xﬁaee%faics
QTOFBITOT ATET, T, Towed @c%gcrow RIS
B, w0T AR IET 50 ITIW  ZOFNE
TEIONHR QAT BeR FOA  GPNBERATT. 3T
QRe DT QAT 030D WITORT; TOW, I, ToT,
TONCS, WNOTOT FONFTTONY IBTR).

PoNWT JRE OF  TORFITRONWD IBTRY. IR
Reedy, WL, VST AWLIT  NWOT  ROITLND,
TOTODE acﬁF (RIT 3¢), RDWONS* FReTRF,
WY TIONFTI, VRYTP IWBXEY. B3 NT, FIOF LT3

132

TWIPT 0B, YW AB VFR). VDY IIZT
Boe0n 3¢ 0O, WIWO WYNNTY DG 0edoD
RECTIR0,  BI-LEINGY, TR0 BRTESRCNB.
TBEOOD DY LOOD FTID IT, CATITY
GONTERATITO. BBOD FOORF T ONE" ..
IRORMUIDERRT WY IOBBJOOT  STWOWD.
ORITT B TODFFI DYBS TIT B
TLLIER’ T WY REFZHOT FVTLORTOCN 2.

AR pdP¥ees” INTTY 2500 Tweeeds
BREBNAW 5SFOSRNTH). 2t 1.2 NIODNT mowT”
N, Aonka 200 FIT @OOUNER, FE
FOONFNPTON DVCIRENTTOON). AT WeOTTY

IR I[IE WID BRT ARSI D0TT
©3TOIREIONY.  FRNEFT  ODTIRXPN THODL

FO0ETTF IR DY FONOAEBIONL FITOBAD.
IRRET BT ARNEYIT WO NDTOBE
WEIOR0TT, T  TJLRT  TDIIND DB
BTG, TRND TIRE LIMND. BHY BRTO
w01 FRTE  SeING 20T ITTRTACNZY,
TBIATI). 2,000 BHY FOTOFT, 2,000 IBS FOTOIT
B3R IPD w0 woTd  FWOWD gchodaaifael
DTERATR). oNT WTTMNRTT z%ngen
FOTOL VORI, TRETILAT] BTN APF DTFRA,

WIRBRIT  PWOVOORT,  TprTe v
FTOWOTTTR,  BTRA ©wg  AWIITY
MTRRTY). RQYBS B3R D[Fdon AT

ROWFODH  WWNFODL  SONB. BT A3
FTONFTRNYY D) NFTROITRNGY  wFes
BTONT WEENH TWEROTI. VB/OY, DX .
PBOW/, WOTIeDT  TwEew,  WIDNET 3o,
Ugeemcroodas@ P, ¥ 2F. SBWRT, D, ©.00.
SN TNAD. FPTBOOT SNRWAT IIW TPOTI
@%%@cmoﬁmcb SW, TFWRNY BoTWIT  WBed
%&De@%d% 3T WO RJeRRIC. zjédwwsazﬁ@o@ﬁ
TP ITAT FOTTY  ToTRTBR, B, WOH
PONSLATY  ATeoTT WO, B @Y
TOBINOTON  FWATTD,  INJTe ©T, B¢
[T, (DWONSB) FOWER VIR, T BTTIY,
3T WOTBeDT, YeRT PBped DT (DIONI)
3.0C°. T[ROS.

[£30e8: SeDTE M0&0ET BSOH [P&E LTNAITITO
By de. JwoRx]



B e e S e Y

%

OOPON WTR STRRBR)
5= Weed

BR DY NVF, HOTT TR TN TREMIZHOZ—
QONTT TOT FTToT. YOIV, WD QYONT M.

QONT HROT TOBROHTIOFI. $TT Ty I

TP IO oL FZIND FeD RN BRRBH),
VBR TBEROTBT T, VONT WIIQY. I, WBR
FRTRARED VB, VPTITOHL N JReeRNETT

ODIITRT PO FPTNO  BRRIZH.  FUR

DOROHY PYTL NOBATE TorwN  INI  IFT0T
POTD WO BRWBRYLY  SeRATENITY.
BORTY FONATR VG, ToS-TSINIT BRI
DS AF .

OFER, IY OWR  IIWOATR,  JeIPTITY
LePTP®  WDEIT  MR0  LNERTPRTZIN VY.
AT INCE DIRIZOT  9DepeZRnen
ROWTOXD  SRDPTE.  WYT  TIW  BRENR
LHRIT LHWTIN WRWPYTE. W SEOWIT BN
TETFIVY, STF DTONNY ODTINT TOT.

S, TWFTOIRENBI), [T BRTLD AT
BA ROWS @R IVJOWCH [PR  IRTLIER.
AW, WOAONT INCT BTBODLRNATY T\ 2.0T
QTS TOTWY. THIONTS TS SIRFBNDT
BLTTOFT, WALRT  TNOTIDINER  BRNTIOD
BHTTOTOT 20T AO[PT, TWT FLIW. OTW), BIVA
SeeR- P TDVT  RILECTIY  A0TOIION,
TEoWT eSS T[pw DT 9PTOTTDEOD
SWOBRONRTT  R.A  FOWS 3BT wZRLW
ANETON, WWUNOR BTHT FOIPTMT LTINS,
©Y  RDTCVPTD  WOTTT  TIFRY, DINIOTT
TOTEODNE.

oot BReBTS B Fower ¥ WO 2.0T0
OTWRADIONHE ©Q. YUROW AT FOF, T
WDTLENG T BRBFW. STHFT 365 OINTOR
OJOTOITNER
emczeeﬁ TOTOB3R BTOT AWVT  RROLRI
BRZTIONIE  ABRBACBOD  WITHTAPH 2,000
WTTTN WIARPWD B2 FoweT $BTT DOFE.
9T w%zﬁm amam@ﬁ 3OBOD  TorowP 55%33
6&@80@3971%30 @52@&@&3?@0 BOOTN  LATENTY

3,

NPE RTWTOW) IV a‘m@é

éomocso @353@5 BT BRCCOMH BTTDI,

{eg 1o @dm‘% POVT  BRWENATIDNDE T -
aeﬂgoﬁ mégaofma TOT. mmpsmﬂ
amméem%csmﬁ ﬁdofnoﬂm%mﬁ OFT B

133

ROWTTN RO @@aﬁ?s&eomw POTIP
TP, B De3TY  oTSING  QTRHENW
BEYONTON  [RFE QSR Nowne  ‘RIjwAes’
DORSEBERD D0 AOPTADT &3, BoNY
BOBRON,
OTOOPNY HFOH THTTY VOSTY, OF FBLAED
BOTLIFOW @aﬁw TRTHOR, TRPRRCROD RN
BORMT Toroggp TI.

TS OTZP, BTE TRENL WB[PWD 0T AT
PRUNH B2 FoW 3WTIY BOIWTIOZH. @
PTTACDE DW[RT INTER, T, VRRONBJ®,
ATOONF, AW BTVTL 3T/0 2 OLONTRT.
BOSRTRT  CTOT  BRLNTR), WIPIHNSR
ATWTRLD SRBLO BITO-WFNRVI. 525y, AOTNNW
W TSeTN x@@eoja 8536 Benvonde  WIIH.
DWWEIPROR  ATHOT DTS ABOIRPTTR
AOTBITOTR) :mgﬁ :’%o&oﬂm%d, ﬁemﬁox”émi
SoBR, Howe' UT FTRIIBRTET JLFORITT.

$Ho0 BOIWO DB 2)E3T0BON 20T OIT 9333?3”)391

T3P ATYDTLTOT, RO 3WIT TN VTN
30RE IoTHOROTWID, VP FoRS IBFI
o3F)Te 23eNTIBNGY evspinaly 30T
TRERARNICWTVIT  2IY  WB/ERITS  IH-
WI-FI FT00N[e BoWST 3ITI 23CTJOR.
TOXOTT  INT DB, DTRNTIT  THeBNYY
RBIRTT, TE BEN0WNH ISB. IR, F8-
BRI REN0T DG FeINTY WOWTT  TIBROTT.
T 35 IRENS &oT3ode @%ﬁﬁ& WOT ‘ToeD’
DT ROTRP VT, AT LODBROT 2BeNTedFONY
BRTBNELOBTH, ROTR) $0350Se0TT
FZZBOTROW TRTT[R, NYT. TIT TDW—-DROD
3eSFONZ, T8 Be3TY TIORB ORI, FZ,RNID
30037 IS0NY, VP ‘FEO’0NOF FIZIRUNAY
SeTIBY  Teov@en SRRV AQ  ROTRTH
m&dd@ GISpieRlatelc) 6@?@36% RRo3een
mmwoé ﬁoﬁo%ﬁ JS0NY, wP 63(5&@&371%1
vWeEbrlelcle) mécﬁ%ojyeg é)%)oiraemm% AOBXTS
(DT B[HEAY 00T 0BT ITFETE ST FOBAT

DNTHS 3ReBIN AT FTOT FIFOND T3,

TR0 IIR® AOFTTCRWEY WO T, LWIOBO

©3e). YVORIOT PIFON VIR, WOW BITIBI),

B3R, WITWACRL  cdeedmend Q0w

TOWRO AONT YVYOTH VT REQIE,



B e e S e Y

ITNIDIT.  wTeI0TT,  ‘WIFTYN B3 Te3F [OR
2ODTVT T B3 TEBNOT DVHE WAT/I, W A;
BT B TeTY, B TeIT wIIN TOJED BRI eI
DO GZAPIOD @é@r @ds@ﬁw&ﬁmﬁ@)ﬁ Y P
TR TeVG) TOZ [PIND WITs B FOTLFTY
TRTBIRT.

B0, IRowT BB FATTTOW TPFPOOR)
0L FBED’ FI WAL LW B.2. FOWS® $BIR
TREN DTN TONT  LWRT a-lraégjsaﬂ@mmwagd TN
o3P0, WO  HTT BTN /2030B  3INVR
TOTN-FOMOWNY  DBFRY, ©OSR SRTJTY  BONRA
ROAT) B3 WY DwWER, BIODIRT 2T.

TE00 00N BTIHTERTIT D7 .ZFIRSE

(03¢0 ZHERIF 20T AP  AYT  eSTNE)
VOBPTEY Tz,  T0OWW.  ATVT TORITIOR

TOTORTOZ ©E0NT Lwel, BWIT I éoeﬁéﬁo Ralele
u%@%@ﬁﬁ@ﬁ FOTHITOTBR. T3, mméegmm&
STRRJROTOZODR  BTHZW,  IROWT  onsde
‘@éosj)ﬁaon@’ Coviel g BY TP QWIT, STOOT
SWOWT® SoNY FBATWO [TI0ZT DIV 83 FIWOT
230 LIBN mg DIROTD INDTRITRTNL @Te.
Bor Qo[VRY Bowe* WY RedT I,
BeRT DT, TS, TVBMDBHIY WA TIPR TN
BO[O  WFNYRLD  FROBRON[TE  ONIAV
DOMVBOZ  ©TT Sapkelay B SRB SN a‘)mé

%

BWDTY AT DUITFAD. WO B, VSR
W FWEWST  BY ABWIVTNG, 20
@%dma"y TP, Y, %58632 5IFRT,
AOZTOOW, TRFFDHR INOTWT  ITTONTI, B,
BRFUERTG ATT WRORTRIY o ZoIWONTD,

(Shvwlekiiag Gilwnlataal=tolelals T, ISDIERE
33, 00NY VTEROOTY, DI STDRNIIR,
3BT DOT N eln]e) QR ZePerTI030de
BORRYASD). wrdge IRS DI TuFR®

REWNTZR, FeOAFOOT ‘TOBWRI, T, QO THL
233 BRWT).

WOBR HRCINW, SRPR, TTL, I, VLTORNY
INXODTR, DA Toe3TIIRT THTT AT [N,
E3eTIBFEI0TON WY, 3TRSCNY VTN AT
PYOMR AN% BODB). VIWHI BEDOTY TOWOT
ST WOT FIToLRB AQTQR WRRD). WTIOZT
OIBH, oW FTWERFTY  ERTNAT, WR0FT
WTPITRTANG BT TARTY, ITT ZR0N0BR
DoRBTNORR B,
[£3ed: o0 RTF,  HeRTY Hwed  oBB
QEONFTOFWT  TIFONY  WI0IET TTINITE
©0BRTY 20 ITFWoWT® 2011T0T BFewem SedT.
TR0 FEOFIVT[RETT  HOWIONY  odFeeTIN
w@%&m@%emﬂd]

Ashtaavatara
What role do you want me to play today?

A therapist?
A chauffeur?
A chef?

A friend?

A punching bag?
An ATM machines?
A confidante?

A cheerleader?

Tell me, my dear child, which one?
Oris it all the above

-Keerthi Swamy
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Beginning of The Kaveri Youth Committees

Devesh Kanjarpane
Clarksburg, MD

Not having met a Kannadiga student until 11%
Grade, joining Kaveri in 2003-4 and being asked to
serve as the Youth Coordinator as part of Sanjay
Rao’s team- was a privilege and an honor. I brought
a decade plus of experience with Scouting, and 11
yrs of US Army experience to the position. Having
attended the US School system since elementary
school, I was more than aware of the myriad of
extracurricular activities that Kannadiga youth had,
starting with sports. Additionally, given the long
history of Kannadiga youth excelling in studies,
time was always a premium, and the importance of
engaging in activities that provided a high return on
investment (ROI).

When offered a chance to serve as the Youth
Coordinator for the Kaveri Kannada Sangha, I
communicated my goals of implementing
community service as a core element, creating a
structure that fostered long term leader
development, maximizing return on investment
(ROI) of youths’ time, and thereby maximizing
group engagement. My participation in Kaveri
activities to date indicated that the youth
participated in a number of cultural
activities/programming, but there appeared to be a
general lack of engagement with the larger
organization and did not appear to have a ROI that
fostered a high level of involvement. Furthermore,
there was no leadership development structure that
created year to year growth of Kaveri youth.
Community service was missing entirely.

From the parents’ perspective, there did not appear
to be a comprehensive appreciation of ROI for
youth’s time, leadership development, the role of
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service,

community and a higher level of
engagement. Understandably, they were used to a
milquetoast version of the Kaveri Youth group,
wherein ~ youth  participated in  cultural
programming, and basically waited for dinner, and
left.

With the support of the Kaveri Executive
Committee (KEC), and a number of Kaveri parents,
the 1% youth committee meeting was convened at a
member’s home. Some 20+ youth attended,
spanning elementary to high school. The youth and
I gathered in the basement of the home, and parents
were asked to remain upstairs. After several hours
of phenomenal engagement on the part of all
gathered youth, the parents upstairs grew restive. |
took time to explain to the parents the importance
of enabling the youth to dialog and grow together
as a group, and establish objectives, and leadership
constructs. This in turn would set the stage for
youth to become more involved in youth committee
activities, and this in turn would potentiate a higher
ROI for invested time. This in turn would
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encourage more youth to participate, and the
organization would grow year to year in
accomplishments. The goal was to create an
extracurricular activity which could hold its own
amongst a broad array of options that Kannadiga
youth had, both in and out of school.

In order to positively engage both the younger and
older youth, both age groups needed their own
leadership presence within the organization.
Additionally, an overall President would also be
required to harmonize the youth committee’s
activities. Elections were held, and bright, energetic
Kannadiga youth stepped up to the plate, seeking to
make forward strides.

The parents, incidentally, were stunned that their
children found a compelling reason to be involved
to this degree; it was a total turnaround from prior
years.

The youth committee decided to implement
community service as a core element, as service
learning was a requirement within all Maryland
School Systems. The youth leadership decided to
pursue the AT & T Community Service Award,
which involved essays and a project plan that would
hopefully secure the grant- which would be a first
for any Indian Youth organization.

Sandesh Rao (now Sandesh Rao MD, Orthopedics)
had the lead responsibility for the award
application, and it was a privilege to work with him
into the late hours, on his home computer,
completing the paperwork. His parents were
understandably surprised that someone from the
Kaveri Executive Committee would take this level
of personal interest in a project that involved their
son. Luckily, I had their support, as did Sandesh.
Tejas Suresh (now, Tejas Suresh, MD Hematology-
Oncology) provided Senior Leadership, as youth
committee President.
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Taking off from work to ensure that the ATT Award
application reached the deadline, I took the youth
committee’s hard work, and the rest was given to
God. Sometime later, Kaveri was informed that for
the 1% time in history, an Indian Cultural
Organization’s youth committee received the ATT
Award. This $ 500.00 was combined with fund-
raised additional monies, and all the committee’s
members partook in the project, which included
feeding the homeless.

This event had a profound impact on all the youth,
their parents, the KEC and Kaveri. This Award
presented Kaveri with clear evidence of what
dedicated, hardworking Kannadiga youth could
achieve, and that too, on the national stage.

The KEC was also made aware of the significant
accomplishment, and of the processes that underlay
this accomplishment. The Youth
Coordinator position evidenced annual turnover
with the elections, and this did not help growing the
Youth Committee leadership, naturally. Likewise,
without having a formal structure for both older and
younger Kannadiga youth leadership, the potential
to recruit and retain future members & leaders
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would be compromised. As was seen, awards such
as the ATT Grant- took significant time and effort.
But clearly created a significant ROL.

The youth that supported this crowning
achievement are now well into their professional
careers for some time now, but I am sure that the
experiences they had created a lasting impact. The
hope is that as these young women and men now
consider getting involved in cultural activities, they
too will seek opportunities to support the
Kannadiga youth in dynamic activities.

Kaveri as an organization can grow both through
the influx of Kannadiga adults from India and other
nations, as well as through youth that have
completed their education, and are now setting up
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their families. If Kaveri creates a foundation for
delivering high ROI for their youth, then, this will
impact positively on future return to Kaveri.

To the Kannadiga youth that were part of the 2003-
4 cohort, I would urge you to consider what you can
do for Kaveri, if you are in the local area, and if not,
to any local Kannadiga organization. To the KEC, I
would encourage former and current KEC members
to give serious consideration to implementing a
structured approach to longitudinal growth in the
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Youth Committee, to include the coordinator
position.

To Kaveri, I would encourage the membership to
carefully consider the great good that can come
from investing in the Youth Committee and to
potentiating structured growth.

On a personal note, I give sincere thanks to the KEC
for enabling me to serve, and to the youth who gave
selflessly, I commend your service ethic. ***

Prajwal Keranalli

Medical Student at Saint Louis University School of Medicine
Clarksburg, MD

I am happy to share my experience with the Kaveri
Kannada Association. My parents introduced me to
reading and writing Kannada through JSS Sunday
school when I was in middle school. At that time, I
could not appreciate the impact that would have on
my future. I saw it as an opportunity to spend time
with my friends while learning an assortment of
skills like reading and writing Kannada, singing
Carnatic music, and acting in plays. Puttaraju uncle
trained us to perform many skits in Kannada,
among them being part of Kittur Rani Chennamma
which we performed at the Kaveri Deepavali
program was the most memorable one. I did not
think what I learned could be applied in my life as
an Indian American. Looking back, I now realize
that my time at the Kaveri programs was invaluable
and has largely shaped my character and my
professional ambitions.

I am currently studying to become a physician so
that one day I can use my professional knowledge
to help those in need. This drive to serve others
largely stems from my interactions at Kaveri. |
vividly remember seeing my teachers, friends, and
family members spend Sunday mornings

volunteering at the JSS Mission and also through
Kaveri. The youths at Kaveri were encouraged to
get involved in bake sales during Kaveri programs.
We also collected toys, coats, and book drives, and
donated them to the children’s hospital in
Washington DC. We assisted with landscaping
efforts at the JSS mission and also at the Library in
Washington DC. We ran fundraisers to help
unaffordable people back in India for life-changing
eye surgeries, the members of the Kaveri youth
team traveled to Gundlupet a small village in south
India, and we worked with the local Lions club and
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the local doctors from nearby Mysore city to set up
the eye care camp at Gundlupet, under the guidance
of Mrs. Savitha Rao, our KYC coordinator. It was
an eye-opening and rewarding experience, I saw
people who were unable to afford a simple cataract
surgery or afford a pair of eyeglasses. I could see
the disparity in the health services we have in our
world. I was humbled to see that a dollar that we
collected at our bake sale could make a difference
to someone else across the globe, our small effort
helped someone to see the World again. I continue
to chase that feeling as a medical student now.

My language and cultural participation at Kaveri
taught me to take pride in my heritage. I am proud
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of my ability to read and write Kannada, a language
that people outside of India may not know about. I
am happy to have learned the meanings behind the
holidays that we celebrate. I enjoy sharing the skills
and knowledge that I learned through my
interactions with Kaveri with people that I meet in
my everyday life.

My best wishes to the Kaveri Kannada Association
for the 50 birthday celebration. Hats off to all the
leaders who established this Association for the
benefit of the Kannada community. I hope the
Kaveri will thrive for many more decades and I'm
looking forward to the Golden Jubilee celebrations.

Rohit R. Harapanhalli

Rising Senior at Purdue University School of Engineering
Potomac, MD 20854

Being part of a solid, stable community is critical
to one’s personal development and growth. Kaveri
Kannada Koota was one of many such communities
that provided support in my own life through
multiple avenues.

There weren’t many Kannada people in my
neighborhood growing up, let alone fellow Indian
families. While I was able to make friends with
people of different ethnicities in school and in
extracurriculars, it was tough to find and make
friends with people of my own race. Kaveri was
probably the only organization I was a part of where
I could make and play with South Indian friends.

I still remember jumping into the car every time
there was a Kaveri meeting or program. I already
knew what it meant: being able to see my closest
friends, run around the venue playing tag, video
games, basketball and other games, dancing, acting
in plays, speaking on stage, and making an impact
in India by raising money through bake sales. My
parents told me that they had been taking me to
Kaveri ever since I was born. They narrated an

incident when I was only 4 years old and was lost
in downtown Rockville, during a Kaveri event.
Since both parents were busy with the event, it
seems | took liberty to step out of the event and
walked across the street and was detained by a
security person until they claimed me! I still
reminisce about those days when Kaveri kids
would all get together and practice and perform
plays and dances on stage. [ still remember that day

5
So
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when I instantly signed up for a speech competition
and had to speak on the significance of Deepavali
celebrations. Knowing what I had learned at
Chinmaya Mission, I went on to speak about the
kindling of the inner light and removal of inner
darkness as a way for one’s growth.

I think Kaveri Youth Committee was the first
organization where I took a serious leadership role
and was able to make an impact in the world. The
possibility of helping others far away from my
immediate surroundings didn’t cross my mind at all
as a kid. But I'm now fully aware that it is entirely
possible to make a difference in this day and age,
and I’m grateful to KYC for exposing me to that
reality.

Through KYC, I was able to get a first-hand
experience of the principles of entrepreneurship,
sales, and marketing. Looking back, I can easily see
how what we did during each bake sale easily
correlates with business principles I am taught in a
college lecture hall: We set the prices of samosas,
bakery goods, and drinks in order to turn a profit.
We designed colorful and artistic poster boards to
attract people to purchase our goods: basics of
advertising. And let’s not forget that we were using
the money earned for a noble cause: funding eye
camps in India so that people could experience the
fundamental human experience of seeing the world.

Kaveri exposed me not only to my mother tongue
Kannada and our esteemed Indian tradition and
culture, but also to the humanitarian efforts people
are fighting for all over the world, and how
relatively easy it was to assist in those efforts. A
relatively small bake sale conducted every Kaveri
meeting, and run by KYC kids nonetheless, easily
raised upwards of $3000 every year to donate to the
Mysore Eye Camp. If we were able to make a huge
impact at such a young age, imagine how much
more we can do as we grow older. Kaveri also
taught me the importance of volunteering. I vividly
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remember how our youth committee members
would stand in a row and serve the food to the
members during Kaveri events and then help elders
in cleaning up the dining halls. I also learned how
to plan for an event and logistics ahead of any
event.

One of my core principles I live by is to explore
new places, try new things, and solve problems
facing the community. Learning new skills and
adding them to my arsenal of knowledge is
something I strive to accomplish every day. Not to
mention knowing the importance of being in a
strong community, an unbreakable tribe of people.
I can see how my experiences at Kaveri - the joyous
moments of playing hide and seek with my friends,
to begging my parents to let me stay longer since I
wouldn’t be able to see them until the next meeting,
to the bake sales I helped make successful year after
year — they all shaped me into who I am right now.

This year marks the 50" anniversary of the Kaveri
Kannada Koota organization, and I can only
express my deepest gratitude for the leaders who
kept this community alive for this long. It’s through
Kaveri that [ met some of my best friends growing
up, learned the essentials of business/marketing,
and experienced how I could make a positive
impact in this world. I am fortunate to be helping
the KGJ Literary Committee by compiling and
editing  various  write-ups from Kannada
entrepreneurs of Kaveri, who are inspiring the next
generation budding entrepreneurs by sharing their
trials and tribulations and excitements of starting
and running their businesses. I’m looking forward
to celebrating Kaveri’s Golden Jubilee Anniversary
in my lifetime. I am also looking forward to talking
with fellow youth members what role we as youth
need to play and what are our responsibilities in
taking on the helm of this great organization
moving forward.



B e e S e Y

%

Chinthan Prasad

Rising Senior, University of Maryland
Ellicott City, Maryland

When I was asked to write about my experiences as
a Kaveri youth for this year’s Golden Jubilee, I was
overcome with a weird feeling. It’s not that I
couldn’t think of memorable experiences, but
rather the perplexing question of which ones to
choose from. Like many of the other Kaveri youth
my age, Kaveri helped to shape me into the person
I am now. It’s hard to convey the impact Kaveri has
had on me, but if I had to sum it up into one word:
selflessness.

The selflessness imbued by the Kaveri community
is one that anyone would recognize upon first
glance. It doesn’t matter if you were a recurring
attendee of one of the many functions we hold, or
even a one-time guest; you could see the
selflessness everywhere. As a child, it is hard to
understand the concept of volunteering and
selflessness as a purely altruistic process. My
parents and I used to show up early, perform, and
be the last ones to leave after cleanup. But we were
never alone. There would always be people there to
help, and that is what has stuck with me through my
entire life. Growing up, I was unable to see this
level of community anywhere else. Not at school
and most definitely not at work; it seemed
impossible to me how a community can do so much
for one another without expecting anything in
return.

I still remember the countless nights where we
stayed up late practicing for performances, or drove
hours to meet up with other performers, or even
went on volunteering expeditions with the Kaveri
Youth Committee. At the time, I found it hard to
appreciate the struggles we endured, but looking
back, I know I would not be the person I am today

without them. By being nervous and still
performing, to learning Kannada, Kaveri has
prepared all of us to be productive members of

society.

I don’t think anyone can deny the cultural impact
that Kaveri has had on us all. But perhaps an even
bigger impact came on a personal level. Without
Kaveri I never would have met other kids just like
me. Kids whose parents came to the U.S. by
themselves, kids who spoke Kannada, kids who
always felt nervous to take out their sambar rice for
lunch at school. Without Kaveri, I would’ve felt
alone in the world and would not have valued the
simple things in life: practicing your culture and
spreading it. I believe this to be so important,
because if we don’t actively practice our culture, it
will be lost, and at that point, who are we?

I think there is a uniqueness to Kaveri that cannot
be found anywhere else. | have spoken to my other
Indian friends who speak different languages, and I
have yet to find someone who has had their life
impacted on such a level by a cultural organization.
The concept of selflessness has just been instilled
in us from a very young age thanks to Kaveri. This
would not have been possible without the role
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models that have guided us here. From our parents,
driving back and forth from practice to practice, to
our aunties and uncles who stood by our side doing
makeup and costume changes in the dressing room
at SSVT, to the older kids who always helped to
serve food come dinner time.

All of the kids’ reading this, if you take anything
away from this, let it be that Kaveri will give you
as much as you put into it. And for that reason, put
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your full effort into it, make friends, perform on
stage, and most importantly volunteer your time. To
the parents, thank you for your commitment all of
these years; know that your sacrifices helped shape
me into the man I am today. And lastly, an immense
thank you to the founders of Kaveri for birthing this
amazing community and I wish another 50 years of
success to you all!

Amulya Puttaraju

Rising Junior, Cornell University
Germantown, Maryland.

Being given the opportunity to write a piece for
Kaveri’s Golden Jubilee this year gave me some
time to look back on my childhood and reflect
on all of the memories I have made over the
years. Especially because of the pandemic and
being away at college, [ haven’t been to a Kaveri
function in so long, and it feels like I haven’t
seen many people from the community that
helped raise me and shape me into the person I
am today. It’s nice to take a minute and
remember how much Kaveri means to me and
all of the valuable experiences 1 have gained
over the years.

Some of my fondest memories are from Kaveri.
It wasn’t just the functions where I was able to
see everyone. [ remember the late-night
practices at someone’s house where we would
all be up late trying to learn a dance or practice
lines for a skit. All the parents were so
supportive and helpful. The best part, moms
would always make the best food and bring us
snacks after these practices, and we would sit
around in the basement and eat together while
catching up on other things happening in our
lives. I remember the long car rides to Virginia
for practice that my parents took me to without

ﬁﬁf( VAR
fail. They were so dedicated, and now I realize how

much time out of their busy schedules they took to
make sure we were connected to our community. [
remember being backstage with my friends at the
performances with everyone helping each other out to
get ready for the big show. These performances built
so much confidence in us as young kids. Even though
we would be backstage with our little nerves,
rehearsing everything last minute before we went on
stage, we always did the best job on stage. Although
I’m sure we didn’t realize it then, these performances
prepared us for many other endeavors we would face
later in school and life. Whether those be school plays,
presentations in class, speeches for clubs, and team
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projects, every Kaveri kid I know had this
confidence built up in them over the many
performances we did.

My favorite part of the functions was after we
performed, when all of the pins and costumes
would come off and we got to eat. I loved getting
food at the buffets and finding whatever corner
or cluster of chairs to take over with my friends
who I had just performed with and all of our
little siblings who had watched. We would finish
eating and then run around whatever venue we
were at, just looking around. The high schools
were the best- we would go see the empty halls
and lockers at these schools. The halls looked so
big and fancy to me, and I remember thinking
how I would be able to navigate all of this when
I went to high school. It was all so fascinating
back then.

Often, there would be the obligatory dance
parties with the big speakers playing music a
little too loud. I felt the bass in my chest as the
music blared, and whenever I stepped out, it
always took a minute for my ears to adjust. For
those few minutes my friends and I would be
yelling at each other without even realizing how
loud we were. Without fail, someone had to play
“Kuladalli Keelyavudo (2039 3dewvaydee)”

and all of the dads would come take over the
dance floor. Our small feet had to work double
time to keep up with them, but it was so much
fun. There were not many other places where |
would hear Kannada music, so it was nice to
hear it there every time.
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After all of this, when we tired all of ourselves out
from running around and dancing, was when the
inevitable struggle of convincing our parents to let us
sleep over at someone's house began. There was
always the conversation of who would have to ask this
time, with someone saying “You ask, my mom always
listens to you,” and “No I asked last time- you ask!”
Eventually, someone mustered up the courage to go up
to one of the parents and ask sheepishly if we could
sleep over. I know the parents knew it was coming
every single time, but they still entertained it. They
were always in disbelief that we still had energy to go
home and do anything but sleep. Sometimes this
elaborate scheme failed, but mostly we succeeded.

Through all of these events,  met so many people from
all over the DMV and made some of the best and
closest friends I have today. It really felt like a
community in that [ had so many people who I could
relate to, who were in the same position as me. The
areas we grew up in and the schools we went to had
varying levels of representation, so we couldn’t always
find people who understood what it was like to be a
first generation Indian American here, but I could
always count on the kids at Kaveri to know. We all
bonded over shared experiences and came together
here, and I am so grateful for that.

I sincerely appreciate the founders of Kaveri Kannada
Association and all the succeeding leaders for growing
this association for the past 50 years, bringing the
community together for all of us to enjoy. I wish you
all the very best and I’m looking forward to being part
of Kaveri Golden Jubilee celebrations.
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Nanma Haridas

Rising Freshman
James Madison High School
Vienna, Virginia

Over the years that I participated in the Kaveri
dance performances I have gained many fond
memories that bring me a lot of joy. I remember one
of the dance teachers had a notebook where she
would draw and write all of the dance formations.
And all of the other dancers would be there to help
each other when we couldn't get the steps. I would
always be one of the youngest in the dance groups
and all the dancers always made me feel included.
I made many friends during the practices. I never
felt very nervous before I got on stage because of
them. The teachers would always work very hard to
make sure everyone was getting every step right. [
was always astounded about how well made the
choreography was.

Another thing I liked to do at the Kaveri functions
was to watch the performances and to see my
parents do their dances. The themes of the dances
were always entertaining. I remember in 2019 there
was a tiger dance performance. Those practices
were done at my house and I gained new
experiences by helping my father make the outfits
for the dance. There still are outfits in my closet
from the other dances I participated in. All the
details and thoughts that went into the dances,
performances, and outfits really pulled the shows
together and made them much more impactful.

Because I didn't know Kannada very well, I did not
participate in the dramas but watching them was
fun. It was interesting to try to understand what the
actors were saying because I couldn't understand.
Because the plays were so well done, most of the
time I could understand what the actors were
portraying. The sets were amazing, and they
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painted the scenes Véry well. Whenever 1 was
watching the plays, I couldn't take my attention off
of the actors. They were so captivating, and I could

watch the entire play without getting bored. The
actors played their roles very well every time and
seemed so professional. I cannot imagine how
much time it takes to memorize so many lines and
act so well at the same time.

In other words, I have made many amazing
memories at the Kaveri conventions about the
dances, performances, and dramas that I will never
forget.

Thanks to the Kaveri Kannada Association.

The Youth of today are the leaders of
tomorrow!

- Nelson Mandela
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Akshay Sudhakar

Rising 8" Grader, Longfellow Middle School
Mclean VA

I have been going to Kaveri before 1 could
remember. My oldest memory from Kaveri events
is Sankranti at SSVT. Before the pandemic, events
were held at certain places such as SSVT or some
school. These places were tightly knit, familiar and
(to the chagrin of most parents) room for
tomfoolery and play. This along with the fact that
my fellow peers were around the same age and
were kannadigas helped foster a sense of
community and friendship to me.

Kaveri also gave me a small taste of what working
with large groups of people feels like. KYC Junior
gave me a chance to volunteer in a semi-
professional setting and gave me experience
working with age groups younger, older and the
same as mine. The kids workshop and bake sale are
one of the many volunteer’s jobs I’ve done that give
you service hours needed for school whilst giving
you experience with working in the real world.

Kannada Kaliyona was also an experience I
enjoyed. The Kannada school, supported by
Kaveri, taught Kannada in a very relaxed and
friendly setting. The teachers are usually people
you know and talk with outside of Kannada
Kaliyona which disregards the need to break the ice
as well as creating an air of familiarity.

Earth day at JSS was another event I was happy to
be a part of. The event, which happens annually,

spruces up the gardens around JSS. For example,
one earth day I partook in focused on weeding and
mulching the flower beds around the temple and
along the main building. This is yet another
volunteer opportunity

and a nice experience for anyone willing to partake.

In conclusion, with the 50th anniversary coming
up, these are my key takeaways from Kaveri. While
this account only includes only the tip of the iceberg
of my many experiences. The many picnics,
functions and events hosted by Kaveri and the
people I’ve met along the way will forever rest in
my memory and heart.

Dhanyavaadagalu
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Dr. Supriya Jagannath M.D.

As a first-generation Indian American growing up
in the Washington, DC metropolitan area, I was
blessed to connect with my family’s culture and
language as a “Kaveri Kid.” Kaveri was an
organization where I always felt like I “belonged,”
where I looked forward to the friends I would make
at each event and where I had pure fun while
learning about my heritage. My calendar was
always full of practices for the upcoming function
— All of us Kaveri kids were encouraged to
participate in skits, sing the national anthem, walk
on the runway for the fashion show, speak kannada
in a play and even perform our talents from other
cultural classes. Through each practice,
performance or gathering, I not only gained

appreciation for my culture, but I also developed a
self-confidence on stage that makes me who I am
today. My story as a Kaveri Kid is not like the story
of many of my current generation peers. I can’t
imagine how all our parents managed to plan these
events without smartphones/texting/email/video
conferencing and also managed to cook for Kaveri
festivals. I remember my parents making phone
call after phone call to plan every function; I am
forever thankful to them and all the founding
members of Kaveri who worked so hard to build the

foundation of this great organization. Wishing all
the success for the event, Happy 50th anniversary,
KAVERI KANNADA SANGHA.
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Some Successful Entrepreneurs of Kaveri

Rohit Harapanhalli
Potomac, MD

We’re in a fascinating period where teenagers and
young adults are getting excited about becoming an
entrepreneur. With a vast collection of knowledge
available online, as well as in print, many people are
starting to dip their toes into business and in developing
themselves to become successful entrepreneurs. I've
recently found myself amongst this group of young
adults; I've been reading multiple books on sales and
leadership, all while trying to figure out what type of
business I'd want to start.

It was for this reason that | was more than happy to take
on the role of preparing this section of the Kaveri’s
Golden Jubilee Souvenir. Being able to personally speak
with some of the featured businesspeople here, as well
as read their write-ups detailing their inspiration, trials
and tribulations, and eventual success have provided
me much more to think about. While each story is very
individual, containing experiences that cannot be truly
replicated elsewhere, | find there are a few major
takeaways that constitute the common ground
between these stories:

An aspiring entrepreneur should expect to try out a few
different fields of work beforehand. It is very rare for
someone to instantly know what they’d want to work
on for the rest of their life, and these featured people
are no exception. You will find that these entrepreneurs
have gone through a few years of trying a few
businesses and job hopping, gaining experiences along
the way.

Once the business idea is realized, the aspiring
entrepreneur should expect to go through a so-called
“valley of despair” This term usually refers to the
process of learning a new skill (Dunning-Kruger effect),

but I've found that it works just as well in the context of
building a business. You will see that in developing
these businesses, the entrepreneurs had to struggle for
years, not seeing visible results for the hard work being
put in. When we consider that around 90% of
businesses fail within the first year alone, it hopefully
will become clear how amazing these stories are.

The aspiring entrepreneurs must dream big. They are
seeking to create something much larger than
themselves — a future business that will impact many
people. As you will read, these people have dreamt big
and have done consequential things. It is these huge
dreams that have helped them overcome the valley of
despair mentioned earlier.

It has been my pleasure to compile these stories of
successful  entrepreneurship for  Kaveri’'s 50%
anniversary. This collection includes the following
entrepreneurs of Kaveri. Boggarm Setty of Setty &
Associates, Vijay Kulkarni of GL Communications,
Sharad Gumaste of Red Cedar Consulting, Ben
Chikkaswamy of Multiple Industrial Groups, Harsha K.
Rajasimha of Jeeva Information Solutions, Naveen
Krishnamurthy of Riva Solutions, Anand Poojari of The
Jewel of India/Woodlands, Dr., Pallavi Gowda of
Premier Health LLC, and Suresh Ramachandra of
American Investment Forum. | regret that | was not able
to get hold of several other successful entrepreneurs of
our community. Nevertheless, | hope of that this small
compilation of success stories provides inspiration to
you, as much as it has for me. | thank Kaveri for the
opportunity to lead this effort and for my editorial
reviews of the following articles. | also thank the
entrepreneurs for the opportunity to get to know more
about them.

AN ENTREPRENEUR IS AN INDIVIDUAL WHO CREATES & NEW BUSINESS, BEARING MOST OF THE RISKS AND
ENJOYING MOST OF THE REWARDS. THE ENTREPRENEUR IS COMMONLY SEEN AS AN INNOVATOR, & SOURCE
OF NEW IDEAS, GOODS, SERVICES, AND BUSINESS/OR PROCEDURES. -INVESTOPEDI
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Entrepreneurial Ingredients and My Experience

Boggarm Setty
Setty & Associates

At its most basic level, entrepreneurship is about
striking out on an original path to create a new
business. Here are my key principles for successful
entrepreneurs:

1. One must have a passion to do business. Without
it, running a business is impossible.

2. An entrepreneur must
have knowledge and experience. This can be
obtained through previous employment. While on
the job, the goal should be to understand the
procedures of business, including financial,
production, and management capabilities

3. Ambitious entrepreneurs must be able to sustain
financially. They, and their families will face
adverse conditions. It’s crucial for families to fully
understand and accept the possibility of failure.
Believe that failure can be a steppingstone for
success in the next venture. Never give up until the
goal is reached.

4. It's important to have both an attorney and an
accountant, so all the required documents are
prepared and comply with all rules and regulations.

5. Be prepared to financially sustain with no profit for
at least 5 years. Developing relationships with
banks and establishing lines of credit are essential.

Today, there are startups and entrepreneurs. The latter
is defined as people with strong wills and high
ambitions. I'd like to share some of my thoughts based
on my experiences as an entrepreneur.

| started SETTY from the hood of my car in 1984. Our
orange Pinto was our reception desk, conference room,
drawing table, and office. Initially, there were only three
of us working back then. Before that, | was the head of
a national engineering company, where | learned how
the architecture and engineering industries operated.
Over the years, | built up professional knowledge, core

experiences, fundamentals of business, and developed
relationships with a core group of clients. These clients
then provided me with key support when | started my
company. After leaving the firm, | provided them with
a few projects at first. Meanwhile, we established a real
estate business, which helped us secure lines of credit
and the ability to lease space (larger than the Pinto).

We started with small private and government jobs,
which provided us with initial cash flow. We were then
able to determine a viable marketing strategy.
Therefore, | always advocate entrepreneurs to try and
get work from the federal, state, and county level.

Marketing is a constant process that requires due
diligence. One must be able to keep up with what the
new trending topics amongst the public are.
Specifically, certain “buzz words” that common people
know of are invaluable in this line of work. In my case, |
focused on terms like net-zero, sustainable energy, and
carbon offsets early on in my entrepreneurial career. |
remember using these terms when | designed the
California State Office Building back in 1980, before |
started SETTY. That building became the most energy
efficient building in the nation at that time.

These concepts have found their way into how we do
things at SETTY, and they will always be part of our
legacy. I've published more than 52 papers in our field,
which gives me an image as a subject matter expert.
This, along with attending relevant conferences, have
all contributed to our marketing efforts.

| can truly say our company has blossomed from
humble beginnings. We’ve gone from single digit
employees to 250 employees with 10 offices around
the world. My family have and continue to support me
in our endeavors to this day. Both of my sons, Raj and
Rohit, are responsible for this growth in this digital age.
But the greatest contribution to our success has always
been my wife’s encouragement and her persistence to
stand by my side, both in failure and success. | am
indebted to her.
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Key to Entrepreneurship & Lessons in the Formation of
GL Communications, Inc.

Vijay Kulkarni
Potomac, MD

GL Communications Inc. is a small company
specializing in consulting, designing, producing,
and selling telecommunications products and
services. The path of entrepreneurship of the
founders of GL Communications Inc. is recounted
for the benefit of budding entrepreneurs.

The path of entrepreneurship can be rocky at
times, but maintaining one’s desire, curiosity, and
willingness for hard work while calling on previous
experience are all critical to success.

1. Having internal drive to do something on
one's own in early childhood and continuing
as he/she grows older.

A core part of embarking into entrepreneurship is
having a strong internal desire to create something
by yourself and to be independent of others.
Seeking to learn about the inner mechanisms of
various machines and systems in place can provide
a strong emotional and mental drive when young.

Early on, you quickly begin to see how little we
know about the real world. It can be somewhat
fearful at times, having to take in how much is out
there waiting to be discovered. Being able to
obtain as much knowledge as possible when young
becomes even more important, as we must
discover the unknowns using our arsenal of
knowledge. Moreover, being able to take chances
while possibly experiencing temporary
embarrassment during these foundational years
will provide helpful life experiences.

Finally, | mentioned earlier that part of being
successful is to have a drive to create something

yourself. That isn’t the full story; a successful
entrepreneur recognizes that a business’ success
depends on the work of others, those beyond
yourself. While founding the business and having
strong leadership principles comes from the
entrepreneur, it is the combined work of future
employees working under him that allow the
business to sustain in the long term. Knowing this
early on will help suppress selfish desires that may
arise.

2. Know full well that some higher-level
education is NECESSARY, but unsure how
much?

It is undeniable that education in general is
essential to have when aspiring to become a
successful entrepreneur. As | mentioned earlier,
calling on the current knowledge we have will
provide strong technical know-how when building
a business. It is also a matter of gaining some level
of confidence to venture out on your own. Not that
a successful entrepreneur shouldn’t have some
level of insecurity and fear of failure; education
provides a safety net of sorts, as one who has
education will have time-tested concepts to fall
back on compared to one who didn’t obtain
education.

Now I'm aware of the large amount of negative
sentiment towards the education system,
especially from high school/college students. This
isn’t fully unfounded; learning stuff, especially
things you have no interest in, can be boring, hard,
and very stressful at times. What | would ask is to
take some time to explore the vast sea of
knowledge and discover which subjects intrigue
you the most; those that don’t feel like work to
read about. This is VITAL, because figuring this out
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can lead you on a path of lifelong learning while
greatly reducing the stress that comes with it.

For me, the field of communications (especially
digital communications) was what got me hooked.
| was curious about everything: the technology,
theory, equipment, hardware, software, industry,
and services. These were the fields of study that
interested me. It’s why | got my BS in Electrical
Engineering (BSEE) with a concentration in
Communications. But, just like many, | got tired of
studying and didn’t think | had the focus necessary
for masters or a Ph.D.

| was very lucky to land my first job in this field, at
the time when the PC revolution and telecom
industry  break-up  was  occurring, and
entrepreneurship ideas were abundant. After
some time, | found myself at my second company,
where | got to do some hardware development. At
the time, | had zero experience, zero knowledge,
and zero tools to do any of this. Nevertheless, my
manager gave me the freedom to purchase my
own tools and experiment on my own. It was then
| realized that something | thought was very
difficult turned out to be manageable. Hard work,
but manageable.

3. An ldea to Pursue

Back in the early days, the PC industry was a niche
field, mostly for hobbyists. Apple was one of the
few companies taking the PC more seriously than
most, but it was still a closed architecture. Soon,
the IBM PC was introduced with a revolutionary
open architecture.

By this time, my understanding of
telecommunications was pretty good. | knew
practical things, such as who is building what
system, and where the technology and business
was headed. | wanted to pursue building a T1 card

%

for the IBM PC, since | had constructed a rough chip
design from my earlier work.

Jobs in the telecommunications sector were easy
to get, relatively speaking. There was a low risk at
this time, which was one of the many reasons | was
able to convince myself to make the jump to
entrepreneurship, knowing | could always get a
telecom job in case of failure. It was then that | left
my permanent job to pursue my own interests. To
earn money in the meantime, | began taking
consulting opportunities at a high hourly pay.

4. Sidetracked by Consulting Opportunities

Consulting helped pave the way for making more
money, but it wasn’t helping me pursue my own
ideas. | found myself pondering over one question:
How can | pursue consulting and my own product
simultaneously?

To be able to do both, | needed someone to help
me continue consulting, and invest some of the
income into product development. | was able to
meet such an individual and pursued both fields.
We both founded GL Communications, Inc.

5. Success

There was an intriguing symbiotic relationship that
was made present early on. The revenue from
consulting helped us obtain resources for
hardware and software development during GL's
initial stages. At the same time, the resources for
hardware and software development helped
benefit consulting! We’ve worked to maintain such
a relationship to this day: sharing resources
between business groups and committing to long
term relationships with companies we work with
has resulted in moderate success for GL
Communications, Inc.
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My Entrepreneurial Success

Sharad Gumaste
Chief Executive Officer
Red Cedar Consulting
Leesburg, VA

Born and raised in the historical towns of Belagavi
(Belgaum) and Dharwad, I’'ve had a very humble, loving,
typical Indian middle-class upbringing. My father
worked in Bharath Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL) and
my mother was a homemaker. My fondest childhood
memories are from the road trips my family took all
over southern India. My favorite pastime was playing
with the mud and sand heaps on the sidewalks with my
friends. | didn’t even know that a place called America
even existed until | entered Pre-University College
(PUC).

| have always been in the middle of the pack - the so-
called ‘average student’. | was very proud to have
secured a merit seat as a Computer Science Engineer at
the prestigious Gogte Institute of Technology, Belagavi.
College was a period of growth for me. It was there that
| was able to obtain my bachelor’s degree and meet my
future wife Shaila. She was initially just a classmate, but
we became best friends and married at 22.

What shocked us the most was how our lives changed
at the drop of a hat. One day, we were just college
students in love, then became full-fledged adults the
next! We were tossed out of the period of childhood
and student life and entered the world of grown-ups.
We began our lives together in Bangalore, scared and
clueless but determined and full of hope.

| have always had an itch to be an entrepreneur. Since
my Bangalore days, | sought to “work on my own
schedule” and “be my own boss.” | set up a small data
entry business in the very first year of my career and
began teaching in a technical institute in Bangalore. |
still remember how hectic my routine was: hopping
from bus to bus going from Basaveshwar Nagar to M.G.
Road. | would soon find out how crazy life could
become.

The H1B craze was at an all-time high in 1996. My wife
and | joined the waves of people immigrating to the
United States. My entrepreneurial ambitions took a

backseat as | went through the trials and tribulations of
assimilating the great nation’s cultures and
opportunities. (Keep in mind that we were only 22 at
this point.)

Those early days in the US were a tumultuous time.
Along with my day job, | taught online in two
universities and began developing classroom
management software in my basement at home. At
that time, it felt draining spending my waking hours on
these things. But experience always finds a way to
become relevant in one’s life, and mine was no
different.

In 2007, | used up nearly all my personal savings to
move from Texas to Washington, looking for greener
pastures. | worked at a startup company that showed
great potential at the time. However, as if God enjoyed
playing cruel jokes, the company shut down a few
weeks after | started there. Saying that life was tough
back then was a vast understatement: the high cost of
living in the area made it extremely stressful for us to
sustain. Under pressure to make a living for my family, |
joined DC’s government contracting world. And THIS
would turn out to be the light at the end of the tunnel.

In 2011, | started Red Cedar Consultancy, LLC. Since
then, there has been no looking back. We have grown
rapidly and are now 110 people strong, serving 13+ U.S.
Federal agencies. We are most proud of the work that
we do and the way we enrich the lives of our fellow
Americans. | take particular interest in our relationship
with society: we build people, and our people build our
company in return. This symbiotic relationship we have
established for the past 11 years has sustained Red
Cedar and will continue to do so in the foreseeable
future.

My journey to building a successful and fulfilling
business wasn’t a straight path from graduation to
company. It truly was a rollercoaster of a life; | have no
doubt experienced some of the lowest points life threw
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at me. But life’s peaks were what kept me on this
journey. Meeting my wife provided me with a strong
anchor of love and emotional support from the very
beginning. When | almost gave up my entrepreneurship
dream upon first immigrating to the US, the birth of my
twins Jiya and Diya reignited that almost burnt-out
passion of mine. And having to provide for myself and
my family pushed me through those trying times after
the startup failure. But here we are: Myself, my wife,
our twin girls, and our furry babies Justin and Domino.

We, at Red Cedar, are excited to be sponsoring the
events of Kaveri Survana Mahotsava. Congratulations
to the organization and all its hard-working volunteer
members and leaders. At a time where upholding one’s
language, culture and heritage is challenging, especially
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in a foreign nation, it is organizations like Kaveri
Kannada Sangha that keep the Kannada community
together and keeping the Kannada flag flying high.

And to the ambitious youth who have read thus far, |
leave you with a final message: There is no shortcut to
success and going on this path will require constant
hard work and perseverance. | advise you to soak in
whatever knowledge and experience you will obtain in
your careers, as | have no doubt it’ll come in handy.

Quoting  Rashtrakavi Kuvempu, “Qedde @
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Establishing Five Companies- A Success Story

Ben Chikkaswamy
Industrialist, Potomac, MD

Early on, Ben Chikkaswamy’s entrepreneurial streak
was undeniable. He began his journey to becoming his
own boss in his mid-twenties by owning a successful
liquor store and a restaurant in Malavalli taluk in
Mandya district. In addition to his business goals, at a
very young age, he had a strong desire to serve the
public, which led Ben to enter the field of politics. In a
short time, he accomplished many improvements to
the infrastructure of his neighboring rural areas. While
immersed in his business and doing public service, he
received a call from his elder brother (a physician in
New York), telling him to pack up his bags and move to
the USA as Ben had got a family-sponsored green card
to work in the USA. So in the late eighties, he eagerly
moved abroad despite knowing little about the country.

Thanks to his background in automobile engineering,
Ben found a job at a company in upstate New York that
recycled car batteries. A couple of years later, after his
wife, Keerthi started her career in the DC area, he
realized that this was his calling to become his own boss
in the USA. His fascination with recycling dates back to
as far as he can recall. He was intrigued that most things
in India have been recycled for ages - cow dung,
newspapers, plastics, etc.

In the early 1990s, when there was a global
commodities boom, Ben saw the vast potential in scrap
metal trading. After moving to Maryland, he launched
an import/export business. Because scrap metal trading
was a very exclusive business back then, he faced
resistance from the big players. Nonetheless, he
opened up his own scrap yard and started exporting
scrap to China. This was a unique field, and he had to
rely on himself since most of his Indian immigrant
friends were engineers or doctors. He quickly learned
the business while on the job and grew his company
tremendously. The business of scrap recycling is hard
work; commodity prices fluctuate every minute, so
buying and selling the material at the right time and the
right price is vital to the business' success. With his wife,
Keerthi as a business partner, Ben eventually expanded

the company to different locations in the US and built a
thriving manufacturing plant in Atthibele, near
Bengaluru.

Ben truly enjoys interacting with the customers. Even
though the competition has increased substantially in
recent years, the customers continue to come to his
yards because of the excellent customer service he, his
managers, and his employees provide. He treats
everybody equally, whether it’s the labor force that
comes to the yard to sell their scrap or the giants in the
metal industry who buy the bulk scrap from him.

Ben truly believes in diversification. Once his scrap
business was stable, he moved on to his next venture.
After he and his wife opened an Indian restaurant in
Maryland, he quickly realized this was not a business to
venture into if the owner could not stay consistently on
hand. Following the sale of the restaurant, he went on
to fulfill his dream of owning a liquor store in the US as
he had done so in India, which he sold later when the
target was met. Real estate investment is one of Ben’s
favorite areas of investment, especially industrial
properties, which can produce residual income with
little effort.

Despite not knowing much about the film industry, the
couple ventured into creative investment by producing
a Kannada movie in India in 2012. As you know, the
movie industry is not for the weak of heart. With the
help of a successful team in India, and much hard work,
their movie, “Addhuri” became a blockbuster hit.

Ben never forgets his roots and always gives back in any
way he can. During the COVID crisis in India, he donated
a substantial amount to the citizens of his town and
ensured that the funds did, in fact, reach the ordinary
folks. Keerthi and Ben live in Virginia with their three
children, Danielle, Shivali, and Anish. The couple is
known for their hospitality; almost every few weeks,
guests from Karnataka and from all over the world are
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warmly welcomed at their house and made to feel at
home right away.

The advice Ben has for budding entrepreneurs is as
follows:

Don’t be afraid. You don't have to know everything
about your business before you start; you'll learn on the
job. Take calculated risks. Ben truly believes that
providing excellent customer service is the key to
success in any business. Your customers deserve to be
treated with genuine love and gratitude. Ensure that
you hire people whom you can trust and reward them
generously. Do not forget where you came from. Never

S =

stop giving back to the community. And finally, the
value of hard work cannot be overstated.

Ben Chikkaswamy
Founder
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Jeeva Information Solutions, Inc.

(Brochure provided by: Harsha K. Rajasimha, MS, Ph.D,
Article written by: Rohit R. Harapanhalli)

Dr. Harsha K. Rajasimha is a proud Kannadiga and Kaveri
member, who started the Jeeva Information Solutions.
Jeeva is a Virginia-based company developing innovative
business-to-business  (B2B) cloud-based  software
platforms. Jeeva aims to make clinical trials more diverse
and accessible globally.

The field of medicine is a comprehensive and crucial
component of our society. Through the efforts of doctors,
researchers, and medical researchers, people who suffer
from many diseases and disorders can find the required
treatment, allowing them to live the best life possible. But
as much as treatments to certain diseases have been
developed, there are many that are currently untreatable,
resulting in many lost lives. “I've faced the repercussions
of this firsthand: | lost one of my children to a rare
congenital disorder, as well as my younger brother to a
chronic disease” says Dr. Harsha emotionally. Through
these unbearable losses, Dr. Harsha says he found
motivation and passion to accelerate clinical research and
therapy development so that many more lives can be
saved.

Dr. Harsha has had many years of postdoctoral training at
NIH, FDA, and in the life science industry as a consultant.
It’s through these years of experience and driven by his
own family tragedies that he mustered the inspiration to
found Jeeva. My father Dr. Ravi Harapanhalli, who served
as a Branch Chief at the US Food and Drug Administration
used to tell me that drug discovery and approval process
is quite arduous and expensive. Before medicines can be
approved for public use, they must go through a clinical
trial phase to monitor short-term and long-term effects of
taking the medication. Participants must be recruited to
conduct these trials and their “informed consent” must be
obtained as a prerequisite. Dr. Harsha says that for clinical
trials on rare disease treatments, the average timeline for
recruiting the participants is around 18 months, which is
quite a long time. They then spend 3-6 months in vendor
selection, validation, and training. In addition, over 98% of
trial visits are conducted in-person, which creates travel

burdens on patients and their caregivers. It’s no surprise
that, on average, nearly 30% of consented patients drop
out during the trial, with 25% of dropouts citing travel
burden as the main reason. Consequently, patients living
more than 50 miles away from in-person trial sites are
being denied the opportunity to access therapy.
Combined with the FDA's recent guidelines on increasing
diversity in participants, the industry needed a solution to
maximize age, gender, race, ethnicity, and geographic
diversity in clinical trials.

Jeeva focuses on providing an immersive environment
through the internet. Their modular eClinical Cloud
platform combines remote patient screening, recruitment
via eConsent, data collection, and hyper-personalized
patient engagement. Jeeva has taken great care to provide
a user interface (Ul) that’s easy to use, adaptive, and
contains functionalities such as tele/video visits,
scheduling, and calendar services. Not to mention this is
all available through a single login from any mobile device
with internet. With the use of Jeeva’s technology, it has
been possible to break the location barriers for
participating in clinical trials with the services Jeeva
provides. No longer will patients in need be denied
therapy and treatment due to where they live.

Dr. Harsha says that Jeeva is currently approved in the US,
EU, and in India. Their services affect people around the
world and will only grow larger in the coming years. Dr.
Harsha reminisces “As | look ahead towards a brighter
future for my company and for the people, | sometimes
look back to when I first started Jeeva, and what led to my
decision to do so”. He goes on to say that from life-
changing moments can arise the inspiration and drive to
produce something impactful and truly wonderful. He
strongly urges aspiring entrepreneurs to explore as much
as possible and expand their worldview, and that
experience can be invaluable when working on the
technical aspects of the startups one aspires to create in
the future.

So
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RIVA’s Entrepreneurial Success Story

Naveen Krishnamurthy
Potomac, MD

Naveen Krishnamurthy is an accomplished two-time
business owner and CEO. His passionate leadership
style has earned him opportunities to work on high-
profile Federal programs, speak on executive leadership
panels, support nonprofit boards, mentor small
businesses, and earn industry accolades -- most
notably, the prestigious Fed 100.

A Maryland native and a second generation American,
Naveen grew up understanding the sacrifice his parents
made to establish themselves in the United States in
pursuit of a better life for their children. Earning a triple
bachelor’s and an MBA from the University of
Maryland, Naveen started his career in Silicon Valley
during the dot-com era. His time in Silicon Valley made
a lasting impact on his career, taking with him the
lessons from learned from the success of private sector
tech giants, Naveen returned to the east coast,
spending the next twenty years navigating large
business Federal contracting, working for industry
giants like Booz Allen Hamilton, and CACI International,
Inc.

Never losing the Silicon Valley spark, Naveen ventured
out on his own to build his first business. After a

successful exit, he turned his attention to a new pursuit,
founding RIVA Solutions in 2009. 12 years later, Naveen
fosters an entrepreneurial culture at RIVA that inspires
employees to achieve unimaginable personal and
professional development. While focused on results
and accountability, Naveen is known for his out-of-the-
box and disruptive thinking. Through social media, he
shares real-time vision with his team and the
community, demanding and inspiring action that
betters government.

When asked about his journey, Naveen shared this
advice to aspiring entrepreneurs. Don’t be afraid to ask
guestions, network and get to know those who have
successfully navigated the path before you—learn from
their mistakes and implement the best of the best
practices to build a strong foundation for your business.
Always find ways to pay it forward, you never know who
is watching and gaining inspiration from your
successes— big or small. Every day as CEO at RIVA is a
new day, I'm learning a new job; I’'ve never done this
before. You don’t have to have all the answers to
succeed but you do need a healthy dose of curiosity, a
bias for collaboration, and a growth mindset.

THE STARTUP PROCESS
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Successful Local Kannada Restaurateur Anand Poojary
(Written by Ravi Harapanhalli)

Anand Poojary is a proud Kannadiga, a restaurateur,
and a community activist. He owns two famous
restaurants in Maryland - The Jewel of India, and
Woodlands. He has been the preferred caterer for many
embassies and has taken care of the culinary needs of
India’s president and two of India’s Prime Ministers,
Manmohan Singh (during 2013 visit) and Narendra
Modi (during 2014 and 2021 visits). He has also been
fulfilling the catering needs of the D.C. Metropolitan
area community, including events held at the White
House, Capitol Hill, the World Bank, and many other
organizations.

Anand Poojary and his wife Sumita have lived in
Washington DC for the past 25 years and have long
been associated with Kaveri and its membership. Kaveri
members have known Anand for over 25 years. He is a
fine gentleman, is loved by thousands of Indians and
Americans alike. He has always been a soft spoken,
kindest businessman since his humble beginning over
twenty-five years ago.

Poojary is a great entrepreneurial success story from
humble backgrounds in India. Traveling across his
hometown Aloor in the coastal belt of Karnataka itself
was a challenge during the times when he was inspired
to come to the US. Reaching the Capital of the most
powerful nation and setting up a restaurant business
enterprise and excelling in it is indeed a commendable
American dream story. When Anand was 18 years old,
he heard a Kannada poet sharing his US experience.
This inspired Anand to travel to the US. He arrived at
New York alone with a big dream. His first job was in an
Indian restaurant. He also pursued modeling and TV for
a brief period as he believed New York was the place to
explore one’s passions and talents. He then realized he
had to focus on one path —the one of service industry.
He started researching what it took to open his own
restaurant. He traveled to different parts of the country
to figure out where he could possibly open his own
restaurant. This research took him to Boston, Detroit,
Chicago, VA and finally to Maryland, and the rest is
history.

He humbly says that the Kaveri community supported
him right from the beginning. During Presidents
Chandra Bappanad and Suresh Ramachandra’s times in
1998-1999, he says he was given one of his first breaks-
the new upcoming business owner from Kaveri. From
there, his journey started as a new restaurant owner to
a restauranteur.

M

Anand has been supporting efforts of small business
organizations by providing space in his restaurants to
organize events for such businesses. He takes people
who are aspiring businesspersons from India to Prince
George’s County and Montgomery County in Maryland
for assistance in small business setups. He loves doing
community service. As such, county officials and the
U.S-India Small and Medium Enterprise Council have
recognized his work and passion for helping to
empower the community.

Anand has had many accolades. Notably, on January 21,
2022, he was awarded the US President’s Volunteer
Service Award for his volunteerism and service to the
community. He was also awarded a special citation
from the Ambassador of India at Permanent Mission to
the UN, T.S. Tirumurthi.

Kaveri wishes Anand and his family continued success
in their restaurant endeavors.
(Note: Information for the article gathered from Anand
Poojari and internet sources)
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A Successful Community Physician, Activist, and Kannadiga, Dr. Pallavi

Gowda
(Written by Ravi Harapanhalli)

Dr. Pallavi Gowda is an internal medicine doctor, who has
served in the US Army, a community activist, and a proud
Kannadiga. She has led many health-related virtual
sessions for Kaveri Kannada Sangha on important topics
such as COVID and Youth Mental Health not to mention
high impact Zumba sessions during past Kaveri picnics.
She also mentors some of our Kaveri Youth to lead
successful and happy lives. She is a fitness enthusiast with
a passion for community health and wellness. She is the
Founder/ CEO of a concierge medical practice (Premier
Health LLC), where she provides individualized care for
each patient with no wait times for appointments and
timely friendly professional service regarding something
near and dear to her patients, their health. She also
started a nonprofit called RotaCare Maryland Inc where
she helps the underserved and uninsured to address the
social determinants of health. “Our immediate need is to
treat the over 9000 refugees from Afghanistan who have
been forced to relocate to the DMV area and told to go to
the ER for medical care. Through RotaCare Maryland, | can
combine passion for medicine, humanitarian aid,
collaborate with local community and hospital leaders and
foster my Rotary connections. We have saved local
hospitals over six million dollars in healthcare costs if each
of the patients we treated were to get admitted.” says Dr.
Gowda. For her service in the U.S. Army, she received the
National Defense Service Medal, Global War on Terrorism
Service Medal, and the Army Superior Unit Award. She has
always expressed her pride in serving the nation through
military service and valor. With RotaCare, she seeks to
help Veterans on a range of issues to include mental
health through a mentorship program. She also serves on
the Steering Committee of the Asian American Health
Initiative which is a subset of the Department of Health
and Human Services- Montgomery County.

Dr. Gowda’s wealth of professional experience comes
from her Executive MHA degree and from working in
multiple healthcare systems including the military, large
healthcare system (MedStar Health), private practice, and
now with a nonprofit organization.

She is also very active in Rotary and is the President of the
Rotary Club of Potomac, District Chair for Rotarian
Doctors, and a Mental Health Advocate. She has a long
track record of volunteer service; on January 21, 2022, she
received the President’s Lifetime Achievement Award
from AmeriCorps and President Joseph R. Biden, Jr. In a

published article, she notes “receiving an award of such
high recognition signed by the President of the United
States for volunteer service is beyond comparison and |
send U.S. India SME Council my heart felt gratitude for the
nomination. To be more precise, | can honestly say | felt
‘weak in the knees’ from heartfelt gratitude.” Along with
these accomplishments, she is the medical advisor for a
startup EMR called Oxygen Healthcare which is an
Electronic Healthcare Platform that combines telehealth
and incorporates digital health. In her free time, she
values human connections with friends and family. She
enjoys dancing, long-distance running, playing tennis, and
teaching Zumba.

Dr. Pallavi Gowda takes pride in saying that she didn’t
come this far with her efforts alone. She often credits her
grandfather and parents. She is quoted as saying,
“Through the hard work and dedication of my forefathers,
parents, and mentors, | am privileged to have a strong
education and now serve others less fortunate.” She
credits her maternal grandfather, ex MLA PMC
Chikkabboraiah for invoking her passion for community
service as she witnessed him defend the defenseless as a
compassionate lawyer and help the poor and
underprivileged by providing a free hostel for those who
pursued their education. Her father, Dr. Netkal
Madegowda was a strong advocate for education himself
and thus a role model his children but also extended
family. Her mother, Dr. Bharathi Madegowda showed her
that success is obtainable with hard work and
persistence by studying in evening school after
marriage to obtain higher degrees.




| Amerikan Investment Forum (AIF)

| Suresh Ramachandra

ﬂ° Potomac, MD

I

ﬂ° The Amerikan Investment Forum (AIF) is a forum where Letsventures, and International Indian American
ﬂ% people can exchange information on emerging Chamber of Commerce.

ﬂ% technologies and investment opportunities. We

ﬂ% currently have more than 150 accredited investors and
experts in the forum and typically meet virtually every
couple of weeks to hear an investment pitch or learn

U% more about a specific industry. A few of the domains we
U% invest in are real estate, biotechnology, IT Al/ML,
U% Electrical Vehicles and Energy Storage, and Analytics.
U% Many of the AIF members have invested in a particular
U% fund, called the Amerikan Founders Fund (AFF), which
U% co-invests in ventures along with direct investments
Uo (typically set up through a special purpose investment
H: entity). To date, we have invested in Jeeva, Nextquore,
H Neuralert and three real estate projects. AlIF also works
ﬂ° with like-minded groups such as TIE Los Angeles,
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Business
Plan

In addition to providing funding, the AIF has also
provided advisory and guidance services to startup
companies. One of the goals of AIF is to identify and
encourage entrepreneurs, as well as to use the forum
for educational purposes for interested people.

Anyone who is interested in AIF can join the forum. You
can contribute your technical expertise,

network with professionals and learn more about
investment opportunities. It is an organization
comprised purely of volunteers. If you are interested in
learning more or joining the forum, please register your
interest here:
https://forms.gle/66QmmQ1rWzMXLpoY7

Company
Description

Market
Analysis

Financial
Plan
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L Hearty Congratulations and Best Wishes ]
I to All Participants of Kaveri Golden ]
I Jubilee Celebrations. ]
l ]
LL, :
i Boggarm and Barthy Setty and Family
l ]
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Wishing You Memorable and Enjoyable

Kaveri Golden Jubilee Celebrations

Sharad, Shaila, Jiya, and Diya
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. Congratulations to the entire Kaveri Kannada Community gﬂ
i j
for 50 years of togetherness T\

; Narmada, Ravi Dankanikote & Family ]
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The Shivacharan family wishes the organizers, and volunteers of -
the Kaveri Golden Jubilee Celebrations, a grand success.




Wishing Kaveri friends a happy and gL
memorable Golden Jubilee celebration

Bhimesh Rao & Family )
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Proud to celebrate 50 years of Kaveri and

namma Ameri-Kannadigaru!!!

Krisha, Rohini, Pramod & Manya Banavar
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I Hearty congratulations to our Kaveri Association and wishing a grand ]
. success of Suvarna Mahotsava! Gayathri, Banad Jagannath & Family ;
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Best Wishes to all Kaveri
friends and family!!!!
Nagashankar & family
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With best wishes from Shivali, Danielle, Ben, Dubai, Keerthi & Anish i
Chikkaswamy )
180 y
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Best Wishes to Golden
Jubilee Celebrations of
Kaveri Kannada Sangha

Doddanna Family

i With Best Compliments

Indu & Sampath Seetharam
Family




Best wishes

%
%
o
ujatha and Badrinath
| at 2
o DO(J
) J
o !
) J
5y Doo
) go
° !
) J
% :
) go
% !
) gc
% !
Il
Il
°% !
% !
Il ‘
I ‘
°% !
% |
Il ‘
I ‘
°% go
% !
Il ‘
I ‘
°% !
i
Il
°% !
i ‘
Il o‘
i ‘
I ‘
b Wi mplim &
; ith best compli ‘
“o pliments J
i ‘
I rakash & Kalyani i
I yani Hosad J
| urga ‘
Il o‘
i ‘
Il J
i ‘
Il J
i ‘
Il J
i ‘
Il o‘
i ‘
Il o‘
i ‘
Il o‘
i ‘
Il o‘
i ‘
Il o‘
i ‘
Il o‘
|
|
So
|
|
So




00’7000 Ty 0% 0% a0 e%  0p 05 0 0p 0y 6% T T e e T T s P B . T e L]
L ]
I ]
I ]
I |
I ]
I |
I ]
| |
| ]
I ]
| J
i T3 DA Beeded i
&3 - &
| J
REDOWR 0T Fae3ed
I - |
i DTEIE VTS DB, ]
I ]
2239300 ! !
I ]
| |
I ]
I I
I ]
| [
I ]
I [
I ]
| ]
| ]
| ]
Il |
i |
| My very best wishes to Kaveri |
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Dr. Siddalingaiah Family wishes Kaveri in celebrating 50th anniversary
Golden Jubilee Successfully.
i Vimala Siddalingaiah, Tharakesh Siddalingaiah y
I and Madhukesh Siddalingaiah ]
U% W 3 A , 57 % ﬂ, ‘ gU
Il N ‘,‘:,».'.' 4 a?} ‘

‘08.2015 14:08 ]
|
J

We are so happy to be part of the Kaveri Kannada Family! |

Suresh Hosamane, Nicky Hosamane, Nishu Hosamane and Veena Hosamane .
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SYSTEMS INC. OH

8(a) Certified 1l

“ Our family is proud and thankful to be part of Kaveri ]
°% Raghu, Ayush, Arushi & Rashmi :
L (Founder of Xcelnet systems, 8A and Stars Il company) ]

Congratulations to Kaveri on their Golden Jubilee Celebration!! This is one of the oldest “
Kannada organizations abroad and has been working hard in promoting Kannada culture.

We are all proud of this organization for its community services!! J
|

Praveen Dodda & Family .

|
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Umesh Murthy and familg Sreenivas Gudi and Family :
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4 With best wishes |
Shashank Sudhish, Akila Sudhish,
8 Shashwath Sudhish & Sudhish Parthasarathy -
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L Happy 50th to Kaveri Kannada Sangha!! ]
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L Reva Kumar, Rohini Kumar, Vansh Kumar, |
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I Waldon Kumar and Narendra Kumar |
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> ‘ Muktha, Megana & Satish Belagutti 1

i Best Wishes from

Rama Murthy, Sharmila Murthy,
i Veda Murthy and Vishnu Murthy

R 5938 BewowE, DBOF DBERBIT *
TS BTeBalriw. ]

S03eD0d FSVTALDOT WY 03 ]
205, BoR, 3, BB)BT B,V -
QRYNVB I, W DBR), BYSNS.
BB BRPSEB, FogI 0B Baced BB
Rogd, S wordotie 23Ssbes! ]

AT, PRy, Fobd BHR) IS ]



| Kaveri Organizers, volunteers, current and past
“ committee members, have done a

H phenomenal job of promoting Kannada

| Culture in the Washington DC area. Because of
s their work, the future generations have a

H Kannada identity they can be proud of.

2 We wish Kaveri to grow and prosper, and be
H the source of our culture, just like the Mother
| Kaveri River is the source of life
Chethana Rao & Family
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With Best Compliments to H
Kaveri Golden Jubilee Celebrations

Nikita Dodbele, Aaditya Madala, -
Samantha Dodbele, “

Simhaprasad Dodbele,

Nutan Dodbele & Sonam Madala .
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l Congratulations to Kaveri on the occasion of Golden Jubilee. ]

I With best compliments, i
I Drs. Kempanna, Ganga Sudhakar and Family I
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Congratulations to Kaveri on her Golden ]

GRed, 3, B i

Jubilee and we are proud to be part of the

(BFori3) arair B0BRBE celebrations! ]
193 Vijay Kasimsetty and Family |
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I Samarth Sudarshana, I
I ]
i Sudarshana Bhaktavatsala, i
i - s ]
%% Girijaa Seshachala & Aditi Sudarshana “
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- With Best Wishes from }
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I Manjunath Chandrappa, Arjun Manjunath, Akshat: |
I Preethi Shivalingappa Manjunath and Gayathri Nagaraja J
Il |
I, |
i 194 i
‘00 oo



f The ]SS Spiritual Mission Is a 501 (c) (3) Public
s Charitable Organization, established in 1999 by His towards { ‘
. Holiness Jagadguru Sri Shivarathri Deshikendra ]

Mahaswamiji, the present pontiff of Sri Suttur Math
(Mysuru, India), The Mission aims to carry India's rich
socio<cultural and spiritual heritage to all corners of
the world, To fulfill its goal, the Mission aims to
% actively engage In religious discourses, practice of
yoga and dissemination of spiritual knowledge,

Current Offerings & Community Services

g g g

==

JSS Spiritual Mission

7710 Hawkins Creamery Road, Gaithersburg, MD 20882 USA.
Tel: 301-414-0144. e-mail: jss@jssmission.org | www.jssmission.org

Dedicated

>

2grating Human
Spirituality P

i
All Hindu festivals are observed in traditional way with

poajas and homas along with daily poojas at the temple H
Hindu Temple

Yoga, meditation classes, retreats and camps

Hindi, Kannada, Bharathanatyam, Spiritual & Cultural r} '

Enrichment, Shloka, ete, classes for children Of M a Ia n d

Summer camps and retreats for children

Spiritual discourses An envéronmentally fvendly green budding
Bhajan and Veda chanting groups at the temple

Outdoor movie nights Key Features of Temple and Community Center
Field day and youth leadership programs « 37000 sq, ft Tomple and Community Center

Musical concerts and cultural programs * 4 Vimanas, I Main Rajagopura
Function halls, guest accommodations and foad

services are offered to the community

» 4 Presiding Delties: Ganesha, Lord Shiva,
Venkateshwara. Chamundeshwari, Navagraha

Prayer Hall lor conducting voyga and meditation
Homa / Private Ritual Room

State of the art 6 classrooms for Yoga, Meditation
BDance, Languages, Adult Learning, Meeting Rooms
Dining Hall, Kitchen, Library, Gift shop.Priest Room,
storage, Offices, Parking etc,

General Purpose Hall - Weddings/Social
Gatherings/Discourses,
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WOODLANDS '0!
CATERERS

anandapoojary@yahoo.com ]

!‘% With Best Compliments from ]
“ é"°
| . i |
: _ Anand Poojary and Family ]
-
I é"o
u WOODLANDS <Zw“tol : ]
H SURE VEGETARIAN INDIAN CUISINE NOIS ;
U Cuisine of India }
{} 555 Quince Orchard Road, Suite 140 10151 New Hampshire Ave ]
H Gaithersburg, MD 20878 Silver Sring, MD 20903
I T 301-869-5353, 301-869-5554, T- 301.408.2200 !
i 301-434-4202
}T WOODLANDSRESTAURANTS.COM JEWELOFINDIAMD.COM :
H
‘ Anand Poojary | Owner ]
I X
u

u

u

|



Wishing all Kaveri members the very best on the
occasion of the Golden Jubilee celebrations!

EG Management Services Inc. (Germantown, MD)
Vasist Family (Boyds, MD)



With Best Wishes!! I

Naveen Krishnamurthy )

u: RIVA /777 ]

I POWERING SOLUTIONS ]
[ FOR BETTER GOVERNMENT 1

| PUBLIC SECTOR DIGITAL ]
TRANSFORMATION SERVICES

H in] T Digital Platforms ® Human Centered Design H
H g T Application Services T Cybersecurity }
Uo @ Data & Analytics ® Cloud & Infrastructure H

RIVASOLUTIONSINC.COM | @RIVASOLUTIONSINC

I
I ol
I In a rapidly changing world, maintaining a compefitive edge has )
I become increasingly difficult. Customer preferences are changing: I
: orzanizations must embrace agility to meet, exceed, and predict &
H future needs or risk becoming obsolete. :
I J
I |
I J
I |
I )
u ]
8 RIVA Solutions is the industry leader in digital #
I transformation and modernization for the public Pl
I sector. Whether your organization needs a plan to )
f migrate to the cloud, adopt DevSecOps practices, or N
I completely modemize a legacy environment— il
I RIVA is ready. )
u ]
I |
I J
| J
H 199 I
\



For Sale

YRE/th

U% gU
KEN VENKATESH
(301) 252-8264
I kenvenkatesh@gmail.com ]
U% gU
| RE/MAX Hall of Fame J
L Lifetime Achievement Award :
L“% Platinum Club 2021 ;
* Featured on TV & Recognized by :
h Washingtonian Magazine as one of the best i
H Realtor in DMV Area I
| Over 37 years of Award-Winning experience 1
H & Guaranteed Customer Satisfaction Service ]
u |
L ,
l woosmerienr  RIGHT AGENTS LEAD THE WAY! ]
H (240) 252-5833 @ 10w wwse m }
H == |
! J
u !
u |
H 200 :
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: Weth Beot Weshes to
Raverc Rannada Sanglia Washington D
i Ou their 50 Aunivencarny Celebrations ]
°:° From |

I !
l DESBUILD INCORPORATED i
® Engineers & Contractors &
% 4744 Baltimore Avenue ¢ Hyattsville, MD 20781-2231 -

U% Tel: 301.864.4095 ¢ Fax: 301.864.3856 ¢ www.desbuild.com H
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SOMIREDDY

&
kb — —LAW GROUP
ABOUT US:

Santosh R. Somireddy ESQ,, is the founding partner of Somireddy Law
Group (SLG). Mr. Reddy has extensive experience in business immigration
and focuses his practice on immigration, corporate, employment and
litigation law. He is admitted to the bar of Commonwealth of Virginia
and New Jersey. Mr. Reddy received his Juris Doctor Degree from the
University of District Columbia David A. Clarke School of Law where he
was the recipient of the Prestigious Earl H. Davis Award for the Top
Clinic Performance. In addition, he holds a master’s degree in
engineering and has held professional engineering license.

PRACTICE AREAS:
IMMIGRATION

e Employment Based
e Family Based

e Naturalization

e Removal Defense

CORPORATE LAW

e Incorporating the business
e Obtaining licenses

e Employment agreements
e Mergers and acquisitions

LITIGATION
EMPLOYMENT LAW
CRIMINAL LAW

U.S Head Quarters:

One Loudoun,

20745 Williamsport Place,
Suites 380 & 390,
Ashburn, VA 20147.

AAw *
a=s www.somireddylaw.com

oo <%

New Jersey Office:

5 Independence way,
Suite 200, Princeton,
NJ 08540

e e e 00— oo 9o o0 oo

SANTOSH R. SOMI REDDY ESQ

Contact Information:

@ info@somireddylaw.com
NJlegal@somireddylaw.com

703-544-2200
+1 (571) 774-0059

Hyderabad Office:

#301, PSR Prime Tower,
Sy No: 126(P), Next to DLF
Cyber City, Gachibowli,
Hyberbad 500032, INDIA.

(©®)(w) § )(in) /somireddy.law

%
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With Best Compliments

600 Carlisle Dr, Herndon, VA 20170 409 Maple Ave E, Vienna, VA, 22180
(703) 464-1100 (703) 938-3400

http://www.aditispicedepotherndon.com

GBURMET

N et 10 U est. 1989

Experience Rich

INDIAN FI.AVOU

405 Maple Avenue East, Vienna, VA 221 80
(703) 938-0100

Email: aditigourmetvienna@gmail.com ?
l‘, k
1 L3

http://www.aditigourmet.com

a w5
,A

Amma Vegetarian Kitchen - Authentic South Indian

t 344 Maple Avenue East Vienna, VA 22180

(703) 938-5328
Qmma

vegetarion kitchen https://www.ammavegetariankitchen.com

Email: ammavegetariankitchen@gmail.com

To unfold holistic and authentic Ayurveda healing and
wellness in a welcoming and traditional atmosphere

AV ) AV WE ICCQ 346 Maple Avenue East Vienna, VA 22180
AYURWAY WELLNESS e

Email: info@ayurwaywellness.com
http://www.ayurwaywellness.com
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With best wishes to
I ]
Kaveri Kannada Sangha Washington D.C
I ]
L On thelr 50th Anniversary Celebration [
| |
\" ]
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